“For  this  cause  .  . 

JAMESTOWN,  NY.  —  Mark  and  Lisa  Cain  frolic  with  their  sons,  Micah,  6,  (right) 
and  Jesse,  4.  Mark,Cain  is  director  of  church  and  community  ministries  for  the  Fron¬ 
tier  Baptist  Association.  The  Cains,  members  of  Southside  Baptist  Church  of 
Jamestown,  N.Y.,  illustrate  the  1990  Christian  Home  Emphasis  theme,  “For  This  Cause; 
Priorities  of  Marriage”  which  will  be  observed  in  many  churches  durira  the  six-week 
period  between  Mother's  Day  and  Father's  Day.  Christian  Home  Em^asis  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board's  Family  Ministry  Department  —  Photo 
by  Jim  Veneman. 

Changes  in  Latin  America 
promise  new  freedom 


MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  (EP)  — 
Tumultous  and  encouraging  changes 
in  the  East  have  perhaps  overshadow¬ 
ed  changes  just  as  tumultous  and  just 
as  encouraging  south  of  the  U.S. 
border,  in  I^nama  and  Nicaragua. 
Both  countries,  until  recently  ruled  1^ 
military-back^  governments,  have 
undergone  sudden  changes,  and  are 
becoming  free  and  democratic 
societies,  with  leaders  who  bring  com¬ 
passion  and  morality  to  their  jobs. 

President  Guillermo  Endara 
Galimany,  the  new  leader  of  Panama, 
went  on  a  lengthy  fast  in  March, 
which,  he  said,  was  for  national  uni¬ 
ty  and  “human  solidarity”  with  the 
poor,  “who  suffer  malnutrition 
because  of  poverty,"  according  to  an 
April  9  news  report  in  Christianity 
IMay. 

The  new  freedoms  in  Panama, 
which,  Endara  said,  is  “truly 
democratic,”  will  include  religious 
freedom,  the  leader  promised.  “We 
are  for  freedom,”  he  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Christian  Index,  the 
weekly  newspaper  of’lhe  Georgia 
Baptist  Convention.  “And  that  means, 
of  course,  freedom  of  religion.  We 
guarantee  these  freedoms  under  our 
constitution  and  under  our  laws,  and 
the  final  protector  of  those  freedoms 
is  our  Supreme  Court.” 

Endara  said  that  “people  with 
morals”  were  shocked  the  looting 
that  took  place  during  the  chaotic 
period  between  Noriega’s  declaring 
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China  teachers  report 
few  work  status  changes 


HONG  KONG  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  teachers  in  China  report 
working  relationships  with  school  of¬ 
ficials,  co-workers  and  students  have 
changed  little  despite  recent  reports 
of  tightening  controls  on  foreign 
teachers. 

Some  press  reports  have  said 
Chinese  government  authorities 
discourage  informal  contact  with 
foreigners.  Officials  are  said  to  re¬ 
quire  that  CSiinese  sign  in  before  each 
visit  to  a  foreigner’s  apartment  and 
later  write  a  report  about  the  visit. 

A  number  of  Cooperative  Services 
International  teachers  working  in 
China  said  they  are  aware  of  the  re¬ 
cent  reports  but  have  not  yet  seen 
changes  in  their  working  statuL  or  in 
local  attitudes  toward  them. 

Cooperative  Services  International, 
the  Southern  Baptet  aid  organization, 
sponsors  43  English  teachers  at  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  in  L^hina  and 
hopes  to  double  that  number  in  the 
next  school  year. 

“In  our  school  there  isn’t  any  sign¬ 
ing  in  to  see  the  foreigners.  We  just 
pop  in  for  a  visit  at  (Chinese)  apart¬ 
ments,  and  they  come  and  see  us,” 
said  Timothy  Little,  a  CSI  teacher 
from  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Little  and  his 
wife,  Linda,  teach  English  at  Dali 
Medical  College  in  Xiaguan. 

The  desire  among  Chinese  to  learn 
English  has  increased.  Little  said: 


‘There’s  a  tremendous  push  to  study 
English  now,  especially  in  the  lower 
grades.  Everyone  is  learning 
English.” 

Ina  Winstead,  a  CSI  teacher  at  the 
Shanghai  Institute  of  Mechanical 
Engineering,  said  she  sees  no  change 
in  relating  to  students.  However,  the 
school  has  tightened  some  of  its  pro¬ 
cedures,  she  said,  including  a  require¬ 
ment  for  more  written  reports  from 
teachers  concerning  classes  and 
grading.  Mrs.  Winstead  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  ^n,  are  from  St.  Peters,  Mo. 

Jana  Clayton  of  Longmont,  Colo., 
said  she  sees  a  more  somber  attitude 
among  Chinese  students  but  added 
that  her  relationships  with  students 
and  friends  are  the  same  CHayton  now 
teaches  English  at  Beijing  Second 
Foreign  Language  Institute  after  at¬ 
tending  the  school  last  year  as  a  LSI- 
sponsored  student  of  Chinese 
language. 

“I  still  meet  with  the  same  people 
that  I  met  with  last  year.  We’re  still 
friends  —  that’s  all  stayed  the  same,” 
she  said. 

Charlie  Wilson,  LSI’s  educational 
coordinator  in  Hong  Kong,  said  the 
latest  reports. should  not  affect  CSI 
teachers. 

“The  quality  of  how  we  relate  and 
the  integrity  of  ouf  work  with  each 
school  should  help  us,”  he  said.  “If 


we’re  sincere  in  trying  to  help  China, 
then  hopefully  we  will  earn  their 
respect,  but  we  really  have  to  instill 
in  the  teachers  that  come  into  this  en¬ 
vironment  a  healthy  respect  for  the 
situation  here.” 

Ken  Locke  of  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  a 
teacher  at  Guangxi  University  in  Nan¬ 
ning,  said  that  because  he  resists 
commenting  on  the  current  political 
situation  in  China,  he  can  speak  more 
freely  about  his  Christian  faith. 

‘^Ve  express  the  point  of  view  that 
the  Chinese  must  solve  China’s  pro¬ 
blems,”  he  said.  “WHatever  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  government  and  whatever 
the  changes  might  be,  there  will  be  a 
need  for  located  people.  We  can  help 
the  most  by  furthering  the  cause  of 
education.” 

Church  attendance  in  Shanghai  re¬ 
mains  strong,  Mrs.  Winstead  also 
said. 

“We  haven’t  been  in  a  church  that 
has  less  than  1,000  people  in  a  worship 
service.  And  most  of  them  have  from 
two  to  four  services  every  Sunday,” 
she  said.  The  Winsteads  have  visited 
eight  churches  in  Shanghai.  At  least 
13  churches  meet  in  Shanghai,  and 
they  know  of  another  11  in  the 
suburbs.  Some  churches  have  from 
3,000  to  4,000  people  of  all  ages  atten- 
ding,.she  said.  Many  (Christians  also 
m^t  in  homes  in  the  area. 


war  on  the  U.S.  and  eventual  sur¬ 
render  to  U.S.  forces,  and  Panama’s 
new  leadership  taking  over. 
“Something  happened  to  (the  cons¬ 
cience  of  the  populace)  during  those 
days,”  Endara  said.  “But  in  general, 
the  spiritual  health  of  the  people  is 
well.’^The  Christian  Index  report  was 
positive  about  Endara’s  remarks  on 
religious  freedom,  especially  in  light 
of  the  fact  that  nearly  80  percent  of 
Panamanians  are  Roman  (Catholic. 

In  Nicaragua,  newly-elected  Presi¬ 
dent  Violeta  Chamorro,  a  devout 
Catholic,  has  indicated  that  there  will 
be  greater  freedoms  of  religious  prac¬ 
tices  granted  under  the  new  govern¬ 
ment.  In  an  encouraging  sign, 
(Chamorro’s  political  advisors  met 
with  evangelical  leaders  prior  to  elec¬ 
tions,  promising  “freedom  of  worship 
and  thought.” 

Ignacio  Hernandez,  general  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Nicaraguan  Bible  Society, 
said  (Chamorro  advisers  met  with 
leaders  of  eight  to  10  evangelical 
groups  about  two  months  before  the 
elections,  according  to  Christianity 
Ibday.  Some  church  leaders  were  con¬ 
cern^  that  (^morro’b  government 
might  take  reprisals  against 
evangelicals  because  of  close  ties  of 
certain  evangelical  leaders  with  the 
Sandinista  government. 

However,  Hernandez  said  that 
leaders  came  away  from  the  meeting 
satisfied  that  freedom  of  worship  for 
Protestants  would  be  honored. 


Superdome  awaits  flood  of  Baptists 

CONVENTION  SITE:  Thousands  of  Southern  Baptists  from  across  the  country  will  converge  on  the  Louisiana  Superdome 
in  New  Orleans  June  12-14  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting.  (BP  photo  courtesy  Greater  New  Ovfeans  Tourist 
and  (Convention  Commission)  ^  ’ 
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In  the  hands  of  the  people 


Guest  opinion - 

Ordination  and  its  implications  Repentance  of  Judas 

T'U-  u:-* D .  • -  ■  - 


The  historic  Baptist  view 


By  Herschel  H.  Hobbs 


Comments  in  “letters  to  the  editor” 
of  newspapers  and  magazines  reveal 
that  many  Baptists  are  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  doctrinal  stance  on 
Christian  ordination  taken  by  our 
forefathers,  who  might  be  appaUed  at 
some  of  the  positions  of  their  spiritual 
descendants  today.  Five  general 
statements  summarize  what  I  con¬ 
sider  to  be  the  historic  Baptist  con¬ 
tribution  on  the  subject; 

First,  ordination  is  a  public  affirma¬ 
tion  that  the  person  ordained  has  been 
called  and  gifted  by  the  Lord  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  task  or  ministry.  Second,  it  is  a 
commissioning  to  do  the  task  to  which 
the  Lord  has  called.  Third,  it  is  ac¬ 
companied  by  prayer  and  is  a  pledge 
of  prayer  support.  Fourth,  ordination 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  local 
church  or  group  of  church^.  And 
fifth,  while  it  does  affirm  the  s|;mtual 
gifts  of  members  and  sets  them  apart 
for  service,  it  has  no  validity  and  con¬ 
veys  no  authority  beyond  the  local 
church. 

TVaditionally,  Baptists  have  re¬ 
jected  the  function  of  ordination  as 
elevating  persons  to  a  ‘k:lergy”  class, 
an  idea  which  has  its  roots  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  view  that  Christians 
are  in  either  of  two  general  classes: 
the  “laity”  —  or  common  people  — 
and  the  ‘tlergy”  —  or  “holy  men.”  In 
that  concept,  only  the  ‘^ler^”  are 
qualified  to  draw  near  to  Goa  and  to 
handle  the  “holy  thin^”  such  as  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  Baptists,  however, 
believe  that  all  believers  are  priests 
and  that  differences  are  in  rol^,  not 
status.  And  any  member  of  a  Baptist 
church  may  serve  the  Lord’s  Supper 
or  baptize  if  authorized  Iw  the  local 
church  to  do  so.  Historically,  we  have 
believed  tl^at! 


By  Wes  Ellis 

The  New  Testament  supports  this 
view.  Ordination,  or  “the  laying  on  of 
hands,”  does  not  confer  magical 
powm  or  elevate  to  a  hi^wr  categorv 
of  sf^tuality.  Paul,  in  1  Tim.  4:14,  ad¬ 
monishes  his  friend  not  to  .  negl^t 
the  spiritual  gift  within  you,  which 
was  l^towed  upon  you  through  pro¬ 
phetic  utterance  with  the  laying  on  of 
hands  by  the  presbytery”  (NASB). 
“Presbytery”  refers  to  ‘Elders”  who 
commissioned  TimotlQr  to  his  God- 
called  ministry  just  as  was  done  to  the 
“Seven”  in  Acts  6  and  to  Saul  and  Bar¬ 
nabas  in  Acts  13.  The  “Spiritual  Gift” 
was  bestowed  by  the  Lord,  not  the 
presbytery,  and  was  not  1^  means  of 
the  ceremotQT  accompanying  this  (see 
also  2  Tim.  1:6). 

In  the  New  Itetament  pattern,  peo¬ 
ple  were  oxlained  for  specific  tasks  or 
ministries.  For  example,  the  SeVen  in 
Acts  6  were  commissioned  by  the 
Jerusalem  church  to  meet  the  needs 
of  Hellenistic  widows  who  were  being 
neglected  in  a  daily  distribution  of- 
food.  These  Seven  —  historical 
forerunners  of  ‘beacons”  —  were  cer¬ 
tainly  not  “clerks  any  more  than  the 
fishennen  who  were  “apostles”  were. 

We  can  see  this  pattern  operating  in 
Baptist  churches  today.  We  rightly  af¬ 
firm,  install,  and  commission  (or¬ 
dain)  pmple  for  various  vocational 
ministries  such  as  pastoral  and 
music.  We  also  set  persons  aside  for 
other  local  service  such  as  that  of 
deacons.  Ordination  services  for  voca¬ 
tional  ministers  and  deacons 
solemn  and  memorable  octaiioolr, 
“Worker  dedications”  have  the  same  ' 
functions  and  also  include  that  of  in¬ 
stallation,  but  are  seldom  as 
solemn  and  beautiful.  We  may  not  call 
them  by  the  term,  “ordinations,”  but 


isn’t  that  what  thQf  really  are?  Other¬ 
wise,  they  have  no  biblical  precedent. 

On  a  large  scale,  the  “appointment 
services”  conducted  by  our  mission 
boards  by  which  new  missionaries  are 
commissioned  on  behalf  of  the  chur¬ 
ches  are,  in  the  truest  biblical  sense, 
“ordinations.” 

Ordination  by  a  local  church 
naturally  carries  with  it  an  implied 
commendation  of  such  persons  to 
other  churches  to  which  the  Lord 
leads  them.  But  the  ‘tredential”  gives 
the  person  no  authwity  over  others 
and  no  “automatic”  ri^t  to  serve  in 
that  capacity.  When  the  new  church 
family  senses  the  giftedness  and  call 
to  certain  areas  of  ministry  and 
elects,  installs,  or  welcomes  the  per¬ 
son  for  that  ministry,  in  effect  it  “or¬ 
dains”  the  person  anew,  which  is  on¬ 
ly  proper  since  ordination  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  local  church. 

Viewed  in  this  way,  ordination  takes 
on  a  much  larger  meaning  and  a  more 
solemn  character  in  our  churches.  It 
encompasses  all  persons  who  are 
chosen  and  consecrated  to  their  tasks 
after  the  church  has  gone  through  pro¬ 
cesses  of  prayer  and  of  careful  evalua¬ 
tion  and  screening.  It  asserts  a  sense 
of  the  will  of  the  Lord  for  the  in¬ 
dividuals  and  for  the  congregation.  By 
ordination  the  local  church  commis¬ 
sions  persons  to  fulfill  the  will  of  God 
with  the  blessing  of  the  congregation 
and  of  the  Lord,  and  by  it  support  and 
prawr  are  pieced. 

Ail  ministries  therefore  are  sacred, 
•h^t  just  those  that  app^r  to  be  the 
most  prominent.  This  is  thormighly 
Baptistic,  and  it  is  also  thoroughly 
New  Ibstament! 

Wesley  G.  Ellis  is  pastor  of  Forest 
Hiil  Church  in  Germantown,  Tenn. 


“Then  Judas,  which  had  betrayed 
Jesus,  when  he  saw  that  he  was  con¬ 
demned,  repented  himself."  —  Mat¬ 
thew  27:3 

Judas  repented  and  committed 
suicide.  Peter  repented,  was  forgiven, 
and  rendered  a  life  of  service  for 
Jesus.  (While  the  word  “repent”  does 
not  appear  in  Matthew  26:75,  the  fact 
is  evident  here  and  in  his  future  life.) 

What  is  the  difference?  It  is  in  the 
Greek  verbs  used  for  repent. 

The  word  used  of  Judas  is 
metamelomai.  It  simply  means 
regret.  But  it  involves  no  change  of 
heart,  mind,  or  conduct. 

The  New  Ibstament  word  for  true 
repentance  is  metanoeo.  It  is  formed 
out  of  meta,  about,  and  nous,  mind.  To 
the  Greek,  mind  denoted  the  total  per- 

Hymns  Baptists  sing  .  .  . 

“Leaning  on 

the  everlasting  arms” 


son.  So  metanoeo  denotes  a  change  of 
heart,  mind,  attitude,  and  the  total 
direction  of  one’s  life.  It  is  an  about- 
face  of  one’s  total  life. 

One  becomes  a  Christian  through 
repentance  and  faith,  which  are  in¬ 
separable  graces.  If  you  truly  repent, 
you  will  believe  in  Jesus  as  your 
Savior.  Throughout  his  life,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  repents  of  sins  and  is  forgiven  (1 
John  1:9;  2:1). 

In  2  (kirinthians  7:10,  Paul  used  both 
verbs.  Literally  “For  the  according  to 
(Jod  sorrow  (Godly  sorrow)  works 
repentance  unto  salvation  not  to  be 
re^tted.  But  the  sorrow  of  the  world 
works  death.”  Judas  experienced  on¬ 
ly  worldly  sorrow  unto  death.  Peter 
experienced  (iodly  sorrow  unto  life 

Herschel  Hobbs  is  pastor  emeritus 
of  First  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 


By  WUUam 
In  1887,  Anthony  J.  Showalter,  a 
young  preacher  and  singing  school 
teacj;|er,  was  conlucting  a  revival 
meting  Ip  HartseUej  Ala.  During  the 
meeting  Showalter  learned  that  two 
men  witohad  been  in  one  of  his  recent 
singing  schools  had  lost  their  wives. 

In  his  desire  to  send  a  comforting 
word,  he  remembered  the  biblical 
promise,  “The  eternal  (lod  is  ttiy 
refuge  and  underneath  are  the 
everlasting  arms”  (Deut.  33:37)t  In 
his  mind  the  simple  lines  of  the 
refrain  end  the  mdody  took  shape. 


J.  Reynolds 
Unable  to  complete  the  stanzas,  he 
wrote  to  his  friend,  Elisha  A.  Hoff¬ 
man,  and  asked  him  to  write  them. 

Several  weeks  later,  while 
Showalter  was  in  a  revival  meeting  at 
the  Pine  Long  Methodist  Church  in 
3artow  County,  northwest  Georgia, 
Hoffman’s  letter  with  the  stanzas 
arrived. 

Ilhat  evening  in  the  revival  service, 
Showalter  sai^  the  completed  hymn 
.for  the  first  time;  and,  a  short  time 
n  (Continued  on  page  7) 
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Crosses,  computers,  coupons 
speak  out:  ‘Here’s  Hope’ 


The  Second  Front  Page 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Southern  Bap- 
tists^iave  employed  everything  from 
crosses  to  coupons  to  sui^rt  their 
evangelistic  efforts  during  nationwide 
simultaneous  revivals  this  spring. 

In  addition  to  a  nationwide  me^ 
Uitz  coordinated  by  the  Home  Mission 
Boar^  individual  state  Baptist  con¬ 
ventions  and  associations  have 
created  their  own  strategies  for  get¬ 
ting  the  message  of  the  church  to  the 
masses. 

The  catalyst  for  this  activity  has 
been  a  six-week  period  of 
simultaneous  revivals  sponsored  by 
the  Home  Mission  Board.  Between 
March  18  and  April  29,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  nationwide  host^ 
revivals  with  the  theme  “Here’s  Hope 
Jesus  cares  for  you.” 


‘Altar  your  future”  said  ad. 


The  Here’s  H<^  theme  was  central 
to  unique  outreach  efforts  developed 
by  Southern  Baptists  in  Illinois,  In¬ 
diana,  Arizona  and  Virginia. 

The  Arizona  Southern  Baptist  (in¬ 
vention  worked  with  Apache  and  (in- 
tral  Baptist  associations  to  place  a 
two-page  ad  in  “Yellow  Pages  To  Go,” 
an  independent  telephone  directory 
that  offers  a  “talking  phone  hook.” 

The  publisher  offers  advertisers 
space  on  a  computerized  system  of 
recorded  messages  that  readers  can 
hear  by  calling  a  central  number. 
After  dialing  the  main  number,  callers 
enter  a  four-digit  code  to  hear  a 
specific  message. 

Arizona  Baptists  placed  an  ad  with 
a  headline  that  reads  “Altar  Your 
Future”  followed  the  Here’s  Hope 
loga  (illers  may  select  from  15  pre¬ 
recorded  messages  on  topics  such  as 
“Does  God  really  careabout  me?”  or 
“How  do  I  become  a  Christian?” 
Other  selections  allow  callers  to  bear 
messages  placed  by  individual  chur¬ 
ches  in  their  area. 

‘The  response  has  been  overwhelm¬ 
ing,”  said  state  evangelism  director 
Nathan  Pillow.  “We’ve  had  a  lot  of 
response  to  the  question  ‘Does 
really  care  about  me?’  There  are  a  lot 
of  lonely  people  out  there.” 

During  March,  before  the  direc¬ 
tories  had  been  distributed 
throughout  the  metropolitan  Phoenix 
area,  the  Baptist  numbers  received 
824  calls.  Pillow  anticipates  receiving 
1,000  calls  per  month  once  the  direc¬ 
tory  is  completely  distributed. 

Virginia  ^ptists  also  took  a  hi-¬ 
tech  approach  to  Here’s  Hope  publici¬ 
ty  by  placing  a  coupon  in  a  commer¬ 


cial  packet  mailed  to  1.4  million 
homes  across  the  state ’The  coupon  of¬ 
fered  a  toll-free  “Hope  Line”  and  a 
free  Here’s  Hope  New  ’Testament. 
Similar  ads  were  placed  in  local 
newspapers. 

In  the  initial  weeks,  the  coupon  and 
ads  generated  400  calls,  said  state 
evangelism  directs  Dan  Agee  Every 
name  was  taken  down  and  sent  to 
associational  offices,  where  local 
church  members  were  enlisted  to  per¬ 
sonally  deliver  the  New  Testaments. 

Volunteers  maiuiing  the  pho^  also 
were  trained  to  han^e  crisis  calls. 
When  a  Korean  woman  called  and 
said  she  had  been  attempting  suicide, 
the  volunteers  dispatched  a  Korean 
pastor  and  layperson  who  arrived  at 
the  caller’s  home  within  30  minutes. 

Illinois  and  Indiana  Baptists  todc  a 
simpler  approach.  They  carried  a 
wooden  cross. 

Indiana  Baptists  carried  their 
10-foot  cross  more  than  300  miles, 
from  one  comer  of  the  state  to  the 
other. 

Volunteers  carried  the  cross  in  a 
relay  along  major  highways  and  city 
streets  for  16  days,  ^nerating  publici¬ 
ty  everywhere  they  went.  Local 
newspa(«rs  carried  front-page  ar¬ 
ticles  and  phoU^aphs,  some  with  a 
C(»n|riete  Iteting  ^  churches  that  were 
holding  revivals.  The  story  was  pick¬ 
ed  up  by  the  Associated  Press  and 
USA  Today. 


Seven  carried  a  cross  six 
days. 


“This  was  probably  the  one  best 
thing  we’ve  dom  in  {xeparation  for  the 
Here’s  Hope  revivals,”  said  Alvin 
Reid,  associate  director  of  evangelism 
for  Indiana  Baptists.  “It  went  for  bet¬ 
ter  than  we  ever  dreamed.” 

One  associatimial  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  interviewed  for  television  was 
able  to  jrive  a  testimony  about  how 
Jesus  (jhrist  had  chani^  his  life, 
Reid  said. 

In  Illinois,  seven  Southern  Baptists 
carried  a  wooden  cross  for  six  days, 
from  Marion  to  the  state  capital  steps 
in  Springfield.  Their  goal  was  to  call 
you^  people  to  participate  in  Here’s 
Hope  revivals  across  the  state 

“This  was  definitely  not  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  ourselves  but  to  Christ  and 
the  work  he  did  on  the  cross  for  all 
mankind,”  said  Mike  Copen, 
eva^elism  services  consultant  for  Il¬ 
linois  Baptists.  Along  the  journey,  the 
seven-member  team  held  youth 
rallies  at  five  sites. 


Mississippi  Baptists  give 
$1.5  million  in  April 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  nearly 
$1-5  million  throu^  the  Cooperative 
Program  in  April,  according  to  kn  an¬ 
nouncement  fcy  Bill  Causey,  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

I^ds’ channeled  for  missions  and 
(Christian  education  total  $6,797,365  for 
the  first  four  months  of  1990,  a  $732,971 
increase  over  the  same  period  in  1969. 

April  1989  gifts  totaled  $1,252,219,  or 
$196,812  less  than  this  April’s  amount. 

pro  rata  amount  budget  for 
January  throu^  April  would  be 
$6,527,043.  That  IS  the  amount  of  giv- 
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Roy  Honeycutt  reassures 
students  at  Southern 


ing  over  four  months  if  the  total 
bu^et  were  divided  into  12  equal 
parts.  cf.'.  a. 

'Diis  means  that  givihg  thus  for  is 
$270,321.  over  the  pro  bata  amount. 

4iM  IWO  OnppernOtve  Program 
budget  for  Mississippi  is  $19,581,130. 

The  (^operative  Program  is  the 
Southern  Baptist  system  (rf  voluntary, 
unified  giving  which  funds  such 
endeavors  as  ^me  and  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  and  six  seminaries.  Just  Over 
two-thirds  of  the  gifts  remain  in 
Mississippi  for  Mississippi  Baptist 
programs. 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  President  Roy  L.  Honeycutt 
promised  the  school’s  students  their 
education  will  not  be  disrupted  ac¬ 
tions  ad(^)ted  by  a  n^  “c(Hiservative” 
majority  on  the  seminary’s  board  of 
trustees. 

“The  nature  of  the  playing  field  was 
changed  this  week,  but  the  game  of 
theological  education  is  stiU  on  at 
Southern  Seminary,”  Honeycutt  told 
about  800  students  at  a  forum  held 
April  23,  one  day  after  the  annual 
meetinjg  of  the  seminary’s  trustees  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 

“I  want  to  assure  you  that  there  is 
not  a  student  here  who  will  not  con¬ 
tinue  to  get  the  same  quality  and  ex¬ 
cellence  in  your  education  that  you 
have  received  to  this  point,”  he  said. 

The  April  23-25  trustee  meeting  sent 
tremors  through  the  seminary  com¬ 
munity  after  “conservatives”  moved 
swiftly  to  gain  control  of  the 
63-member  board.  With  a  working 
majority  of  at  least  eight  votes,  “con¬ 
servatives”  swept  three  of  the  board’s 
four  trustees  offices,  successfully 
challenged  three  of  four  re-elections 
to  the  lord’s  executive  commit^ 
and  blocked  three  interim  appoint¬ 
ments  to  the  board.  Trusted  also 
adopted  a  pro-life  statement  on  abor¬ 
tion,  approved  statements  critical  of 
two  professors,  and  established  a 
policy  allowing  students  to  tape 
recoil  any  class. 

Honeycutt  said  the  new  “conser¬ 
vative”  ma^rity  controlled  “every 
substantive  issue  they  wanted  to  con¬ 
trol”  at  the  board  meeting  and  noted, 
“I  don’t  think  that  will  change”  The 
63-year-old  president,  however, 
underscored  the  seminary’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  “quality  theological  educa¬ 
tion.” 

In  responding  to  students’  ques¬ 
tion^  Honeycutt  cautioned  against  “a 
panic  reaction  on  your  part  or  (on  the 
part  of)  faculty  or  staff  to  a  change  in 
the  dynamics  of  the  board.  We  have* 
got  to  keep  calm,  go  on  with  our  work, 
and  keep  the  focus  on  quality 
theological  education  for  you  as  a  stu¬ 
dent.  That’s  why  the  institution  is 
here.” 

Institutions,  he  emphasized,  change 
slowly:  “Institutions  have  per¬ 
sonalities  just  like  we  do  as  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  there  is  something 
about  an  institution  that  somehow 
survives  all  kinds  of  illnesses  and  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  keeps  its  faith  and  goes 
on.” 

Rather  than  be  anxious  about  their 
own  education,  students  should  “in¬ 
vest  your  worry  in  what  will  be  here 
in  the  21st  centui^,”  he  said. 

Honeycutt  said  he  is  cmivinced  the 
faculty  remains  dedicated  to  pro¬ 
viding  sound  theological  education. 

“I  believe  this  faculty  is  as  much 
committed  to  quality  as  they  were 
before  this  week,”  he  stressed,  adding 
that  “we  are  as  much  committed  to  in¬ 
clusiveness  as  we  evdE  were.” 

Honeycutt  referred  to  trustee  ac¬ 


tions  regarding  LTuistian  ethics  pro¬ 
fessor  ^ul  Simmons  and  church 
history  professor  E.  Glenn  Hinson  as 
“perl>aps  the  most  serious  matters 
coming  out  of  the  (boksd)  meeting.” 

In  executive  session,  trustees  ask¬ 
ed  Hon^cutt  to  express  to  Simmons 
their  disapproval  of  “the  harm  done 
seminary”  by  Simmons’  public 
activities  related  to  abortion,  adding 
that  “his  continued  activities  in  this 
area  may  be  considered  sufficient 
grounds  for  dismissaf.”  Simmons’ 
public  statements  on  abortion  rights 
have  drawn  increasing  criticism  in  re¬ 
cent  years  from  pro-life  advocates. 

The  board  also  voted  to  express 
“deep  concern’Vto  Hinson  for  “in¬ 
temperate  comments  about  ‘con¬ 
troversial’  issues  whreh  negatively  af¬ 
fect  the  public  perceptions  of 
Southern  Semina^.”  In  addition  to 
concerns  about  Hinson’s  criticism  of 
conservative  leaders  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  U-year-old  controversy,  trustees 
also  cited  his  advocacy  of  shifting 
distribution  of  funds  to  denomina¬ 
tional  boards  and  agei^es  away  from 
the  national  Cooperative  Program  to 
state  conventions. 

Hcmeycutt  described  the  action 
regarding  class  tape  recordings  as 
“most  unfortunate.”  He  said  some 
classes  involve  “intimate  kinds  of 


discussions”  that  “you  don’t  want 
taped  and  played  l»ck  five  years 
later.” 

He  said  he  hoped  trustees  will  “see 
the  wisdom”  of  rescinding  or  modify¬ 
ing  the  policy  “so  we  can  exempt  some 
areas.” 

Honeycutt  said  he  doubts  trustees 
will  revive  a  motion  to  interpret  the 
Abstract  of  Principles,  the  seminary’s 
governing  doctrinal  statement,  accor¬ 
ding  to  later  writings  of  one  of  the 
Abstract’s  authors.  A  motion  from 
first-year  trustee  Jerry  Johnson  of 
Aurora,  Colo.,  would  have  interpreted 
the  statement’s  section  on  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  Scripture  in  light  of  an  1888 
book  by  Basil  Manly  Jr.,  one  of  the 
seminary’s  four  original  faculty 
members.  The  trustees’  decision  to 
postpone  the  motion  indefinitely 
“signals  thQ'  were  not  willing  to  go 
down  that  road,”  Honeycutt  said. 

Hon^cutt  cautioned  against  a  stu¬ 
dent  letter  writing  campaign  to 
seminary  trustees,  ‘^on’t  throw  down 
the  gauntlet  to  the  Ifoard  of  trustees,” 
he  said.  “That’s  my  plea.” 

Instead,  he  encouraged  students  to 
respond  in  ways  that  focus  on  trustees’ 
responsibility  for  policy  making 
rather  than  inviting  “direct  involve¬ 
ment”  in  the  operation  of  the 
seminary. 


Tfeacher  shortage  threatens 
CSI  work  in  China 


HONG  KONG  (BP)  -  Slow 
response  to  requests  for  teachers  in 
(Jhina  threatens  to  curtail  Southern 
Baptist  work  in  that  country,  accor¬ 
ding  to  officials  with  Cooperative  Ser¬ 
vices  International,  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  aid  organization. 

Only  17  ^them  Baptists  applied  to 
teach  in  China  beginning  in  the  fall 
under  (JSl  sponsorship.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  earlier  requested  86  teachers, 
hoping  to  expand  its  work  from  the  57 
Southern  Baptists  now  teaching  in 
China. 

“The  only  thing  that’s  saving  the 
program  is  the  30  teachers  who  have 
•agreed  to  stay  over  for  another  year,” 
said  Jack  Shelby,  LSI’s  Hong  Kong- 
based  administrator.  “We  will  have  to 
concentrate  only  on  the  schools  where 
we  have  established  relationships  and 
will  not  be  able  to  expand  our  pro¬ 
gram  at  all  this  year. 

“Even  in  schools  where  we  have 
teachers  and  established  relation¬ 
ships,  the  number  of  teachers  hx-  each 
school  will  be  drastically  reduced.” 

Other  Christian  organizations  wmic- 
ing  in  China  apparently  are  facing 
similar  problems  in  finding  person¬ 
nel.  Officials  cite  two  main  factors  in 
the  downtdrit  of  foreign  volunteers: 
reaction  to  last  June’s  crackdown  on 
student  protests  in  Beijing’s 


Tiananmen  Square  and  an  upsurge  of 
interest  in  Eastern  Europe  as  that 
region  opens  up 

“English  teachers  applyi^  in  large 
numbers  for  teaching  posts  in  Efostern 
Europe  are  apparently  taking  the 
edge  off  interest  in  China,”  Shelby 
said.  “Also,  many  people  are  stiU 
afraid  to  come  to  China.  Still  others 
believe  it’s  wrong  to  help  LIhina  at  this 
time.” 

The  opposite  problem  exists  with 
LSI’s  short-term  summer  linguistics 

Krogram  in  China:  more  volunteers 
ave  applied  than  have  been  re¬ 
vested  for  teaching  positions  in 
^inese  colleges  and  universities. 
Several  (Chinese  schools  that  had 
planned  summer  linguistic  projects 
and  invited  teachers  have  recently 
canceled  those  p^rams  because  of 
economic  austerity  measures. 

“Those  measures  were  already  in 
effect  before  Tiananmen  ever  hap^n- 
ed,”  explained  Shelby.  “But  colleges 
are  iust  now  feeling  the  cnmch. 
They  Ye  looking  for  every  nonessential 
item  to  cut.” 

Still,  LSI  plans  to  place  60  Southern 
Baptist  volunteers  in  several  LTiinese 
universities  this  summer.  Eight  teams 
are  scheduled  to  go  in  early  July  for 
six  weeks.  The  personnel  will  train 
(Continu^  on  page  9) 


BJCPA  funding  rationale: 


The  following  statement  explaining  a  rationale  for  proposing  a  Southern 
Baptist  Budget  that  would  leave  only  $50,000  going  to  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs  instead  of  one  that  would  provide  almost  $400,000 
was  written  by  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  officers  and  adopted  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  committee  after  the  budget  vote  was  taken.  A  minority  report 
from  a  differing  perspective  is  shown  on  the  following  page. 


Some  reasons  for  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention  1990-1991 
Budget  Allocation  to 
support  religious  liberty 
and  separation  of  church 
and  state 

I.  General 

(a)  The  1990-1991  Budget  includes  a 
basic  change  in  the  way  we  approach 
the  programming  and  funding  of  the 
issue  of  religious  liberty  and  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state  This  has  been 
under  study  for  ^eral  years.  The  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  believe  that  a 
proper  conclusion  has  been  reached 
and  that  a  full  explanation  of  our  deci¬ 
sion  should  be  made. 

The  Executive  Committee  careful¬ 
ly  and  meticulously  studies  each 
budget  request  and  prayerfully 
reaches  its  collective  conclusion.  We 
are  grateful  for  the  confidence  which 
the  SBC  has  placed  in  our  budgeting 
process.  We  can  find  no  example 
where  the  SBC  has  not  followed  the 
recommendation  of  the  Executive 
Committee  as  to  the  SBC  Budget  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  50  years.  The  budget  pro¬ 
cedure  is  complicated  and  painful.  It 
is  complicated  in  that  there  are  many 
conflicting  needs  for  the^  funds  that 
God  has  entrusted  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  and  painful  in'that  there  is  never 
enough  available  to  meet  all  of  the 
needs. 

(b)  The  total  funds  appropriated  for 
religious  liberty  and  separation  of 
church  and  state  issues  in  the  1990-1991 
SBC  Budget  is  the  same  amount  as 
that  in  the  1989-1990  Budget  plus  1.89 
percent.  This  is  the  same  as  the  in¬ 
crease  for  the  total  budget  and  for 
almost  every  other  entity  included  in 
the  budget. 

(c)  The  Executive  Committee 
wishes  neither  to  take  away  from  mis¬ 
sions  and  evangelism  nor  to  retreat 
from  our  historic  support  of  religious 
liberty  and  separation  of  church  and 
state.  We  strongly  support  both.  By 
giving  the  same  percentage  increase 
in  all  areas,  we  demonstrate  our  Com¬ 
mitment  to  each. 

(d)  We,  the  members  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  present  the 
1990-1991  Budget  not  as  perfect,  but 
rather  as  the  best  possible  under  the 
circumstances  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  our  task  of  reaching  our  world 
for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

(e)  This  proposed  budget  fimds 
three  approach^  to  religious  liberty 
and  serration  of  church  and  state: 
the  BJC,  the  PAC,  and  the  CLC.  This 
provides  for  plurality  and  diversity  in 
our  approacn  and  ait  opportunity  for 
each  Southern  Baptist’s  views  to  be 
presented  by  at  least  one  of  these 
groups. 

(f)  We  call  upon  all  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  support  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  even  more  generously  so  that 
even  more  can  be  done  in  the  future 
to  glorify  our  Lord  Jesus. 

II  The  appropriation  to  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs 
(BJC) 

(a)  The  amount  appropriated  is  suf¬ 
ficient  to  maintain  our  18  voting 
members  on  the  Baptist  Joint  (Com¬ 
mittee  in  keeping  with  their  present 
bylaws. 

(b)  The  Southern  Baptist  contribu¬ 
tion  as  set  forth  in  the  1990-1991  Budget 
will  be  far  more  than  that  of  any  other 
member  denomination  and  almost 
equal  to  the  combined  total  requested 
gifts  from  all  other  member 
denominations  for  such  year.  The  EUC 
has  obtained  additional  funds  from 
Southern  Baptist  sources  which,  when 


added  to  the  1990-91  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Budget  allocation,  will 
cause  the  funds  from  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  sources  to  exceed  substantially 
the  total  amount  requested  from  all 
other  member  denominations. 

(c)  The  1990-1991  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Budget  allocation  exceeds 
the  total  amount  given  by  all  other 
member  denominations  to  BJC  for  the 
last  completed  budget  year,  1988-1989. 

(d)  The  Baptist  Press  Washington 
office  has  bwn  operated  from  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  office.  Over 
$150,000  per  year  has  been  requested 
by  the  BJC  in  recent  years  for  the 
operation  of  Baptist  Pr^  and  certain 
other  information  services.  Another 
$146,700  is  requested  this  year  for  the 
BJC  publication  Report  from  the 
Capitol  and  certain  denominational 
services.  The  Executive  Committee 
strongly  feels  that  the  Baptist  Press 
Washington  office  should  be  with  a 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  agency. 
I'hus  $155,500  of  the  $293,728  additional 
funds  given  to  the  dlX!  is  to  allow  the 
CLC  office  to  house  and  operate  the 
Baptist  Press  Washington  office. 

(e)  The  Remaining  $138,228 
allocated  to  the  CLC  includes  $16,963 
which  is  a  1.89  perceijHncrease  from 
its  last  year’s  budget.  This  is  the  same 
increase  granted  to  almost  all  other 
Southern  Baptist  entities.  The  addi¬ 
tional  $121,265  is  a  very  minimal 
amount  to  allow  the  CXC  to  undertake 
its  new  assignment  as  an  agency 
which  speaks  to  religious  liberty  and 
separation  of  church  and  state  issues. ' 

(f)  The  American  Baptist  (lur¬ 
ches,  USA  contributed  $21,817  to  the 
BJC  in  1985-86  while  having  a  $163,620 
budget  for  its  own  Washington  office. 
In  1988-1989,  the  American  Baptist 
Churches,  USA  contributed  $29,784  to 

the  BJC  while  having  a  _ 

budget  for  their  own  Washington  of¬ 
fice  The  American  Baptist  Churches, 
USA  also  contribute  to  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  thus  help 
support  its  Washington  office.  The 
American  Baptist  dhurches,  USA  has 
not  been  attacked  by  BJC  personnel 
for  maintaining  this  triple  represen¬ 
tation  arraiuement  in  Washington. 

(g)  The  BJC  is  not  listed  as  a 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  agency 
under  Bylaw  15.  Under  Bylaw  26,  on¬ 
ly  a  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
agency  is  authorize  to  have  a  pro¬ 
gram  statement.  Therefore,  the  BJC 
cannot  have  a  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Program  Statement. 

(h)  Problems  with  the  BJC  have 
caused  much  trouble  among  Southern 
Baptists  with  strong  feelings  both  pro 
and  con.  Three  separate  studies  have 
been  undertaken  by  the  Executive 
Committee  in  recent  years.  Although 
great  concerns  about  the  BJC  have 
been  expressed  to  its  staff,  changes 
have  not  been  made  which  have 
lessened  the  conflict. 

(1)  The  study  in  1987  recommend¬ 
ed  that  the  BJC  “seek  increased  finan¬ 
cial  participation  from  other  member 
bodies.”  From  1985-1986  through 

1988-1989,  the  other  eight  memter  ’ 
denominations  have  increased  their 
actual  giving  only  from  $42,307  to 
$49,909  for  an  increase  of  only  $7,602. 

(2)  It  was  found  in  1987,  “that  there 
are  a  number  of  Baptist  bodies  not  in¬ 
volved  with  the”  BJC  and  encourag¬ 
ed  the  BJC  “to  pursue  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  participation  of  other  Baptist, 
bodies.”  Since  that  recommendation, 
none  of  the  other  Baptist  bodies  in  the 
United  States  has  joined  the  BJC. 

(i)  In  addition  to  the  foregoing, 
there  are  various  problems  with  tl^ 
BJC,  some  of  which  are  as  follows : 

(1)  Personnel  of  the  BJC  have 
demonstrated  that  they  are  out  of  the 
mainstream  of  the  Southern  baptist 


Convention.  The  assistant  director  of 
the  BJC  recently  resigned  to  be  the 
top  paid  employee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Alliance.  He,  himself,  stated 
that  “Convention  centrists  meanwhile 
view  the  organization  (the  Alliance) 
as  left  wing  extremists.”  Another 
former  staff  member  of  the  BJC  has 
resigned  to  go  to  a  top  paid  position 
with  the  Alliance.  The  Alliance  sup¬ 
ports  the  BJC  as  one  of  its  major 
projects. 

(2)  The  Executive  Director  of  the 
BJC  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  People  for  the 
American  Way  (PAW),  a  group  initial¬ 
ly  financed  by  a  grant  of  $40,000  from 
The  Playboy  Foundation.  "This  was 
twice  as  large  as  any  other  gift  made 
by  the  Playboy  Foundation  in  1983. 
Norman  Lear,  the  producer  of  TV  pro¬ 
grams  ridiculing  traditional  values 
and  the  recipient  of  a  gay  rights 
political  action  committee  awaM  in 
1982,  has  been  a  prime  promoter  of 
this  group.  This  group  has  attacked 
the  teaching  of  creation  science  in 
schools  and  taken  many  positions  op¬ 
posed  by  resolutions  of  ttie  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  Although  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  declined  re-election 
to  its  Board  of  Directors  in  1984, 
because  of  Southern  Baptist  pressure, 
he  then  said  that  he  was  still  a 
member  of  the  o^anization.  His 
ideological  compatibility  with  this 
organization  shows  how  far  he  is  from 
the  mainstream  of  Southern  Baptists. 

In  1982,  he  made  a  fund-raising  ap¬ 
peal  for  PAW  on  a  28  minute  tape,  sold 
and  rented  by  PAW.  This  tape 
vehemently  attacked  two  former 
presidents  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  one  of  its  major  chur¬ 
ches.  In  spite  of  repeated  requests  to 
have  the  endorsement  remo^  from 
the  tape,  it  was  still  circulated  with 
the  endorsement  until  1968. 

(3)  The  BJC  has  not  followed  the 
best  interests  of  Southern  Baptists  on 
a  number  of  legislative  matters: 

(a)  In  1988,  the  BJC  supported  the 
Civil  Rights  Restoration  Act  (also 
known  as  the  Grove  City  Bill)  which 
was  opposed  by  the  PAC  and  Resolu¬ 
tion  12  adopted  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  (invention  in  1988.  Enactment  of 
this  legislation  creates  a  serious 
threat  to  the  religious  liberty  of  our 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  institu¬ 
tions.  No  effort  was  made  1^  the  BJC 
staff  to  alert  Southern  Baptists  to  its 
dangers,  and  the  BJC  actually 
distribute  a  most  misleading  fact 
sheet  to  members  of  Congress  which 
led  some  to  believe  that  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  were  supporting  this  legislation. 
There  is  no  religious  tenents’  exemp¬ 
tion  in  the  Aetr\ 

(b)  The  ^C  mused  to  support  a 
resolution  specifically  endorsing  the 
Armstrong  Amendment  which  gave 
District  of  Columbia  religious  institu¬ 
tions  the  freedom  not  to  fund 
homosexual  groups  on  school 
campuses. 

(c)  The  BJC  refused  to  consider  a 
resolution  opposing  the  use  of  tax 
dollars  to  fund  pornographic, 
homosexual,  and  anti-Christian  “art.” 

(4)  Although  in  past^  years  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  has  pro¬ 
vided  up  to  90  percent  of  the  support 
to  the  BJC  from  member  denomina¬ 
tions  (according  to  the  Executive 
Committee’s  1987  study),  there  has 
been  a  notable  lack  of  accountability 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
members  of  the  BJC  and  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  In  Oc¬ 
tober  1987,  the  PAC  menbers  voted  13 
to  0  for  the  following  n  otion: 

“That  we  express  to  the  BJCPA  our 
dismay  of  the  unwillingness  of  the 
BJCPA  Executive  Committee  and 
staff  to  provide  requested  information 


with  the  greatest  possible  dispatch, 

Further,  we  request  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  to  make  available 
all  information  they  have  in  file 
related  to  the  request, 

Further,  we  request  the  staff  of  the 
BJCPA  to  meet  with  the  PAC  Staff 
Evaluation  dJommittee  if  requested  to 
do  so.  We  invite  the  staff  of  the  BJCPA 
to  meet  with  our  Evaluation  Commit¬ 
tee  Wednesday,  October  7  and  Thurs¬ 
day,  October  8.” 

The  request  items  were  not 
provided. 

(5)  Although  it  has  been  claimed 
that  the  BJC  did  not  take  a  position  on 
abortion,  in  1983,  its  executive  direc¬ 
tor  said :  “The  complex  issue  of  abor¬ 
tion  is  reduced  to  the  simple  cry  of  In¬ 
fanticide’  by  Mr.  Reagan,  who  would 
redress  “a  great  national  wrong’  in  the 
name  of  civil  religion,  making  it  vir¬ 
tually  impossible  for  mothers  to  make 
their  own  decisions  in  this  very 
private,  very  religious  matter.” 

Earlier,  the  Fort  Worth  Star 
Telegram,  referring  to  the  same  in¬ 
dividual,  stated:  “. . .  he  was  disap¬ 
pointed  over  the  opposition  to  use  the 
public  funds  for  abortion”  in  a  resolu¬ 
tion  adopted  by  the  Baptist  funeral 
invention  of  Texas. 

^6)  Unfortunate,  excessively  con¬ 
frontational,  unloving,  and  inflam¬ 
matory  language  has  been  used  ^ 
certain  of  the  staff  of  the  BJC.  This 
can  be  detailed  as  required. 

(7)  The  BJC  filed  a  brief  with  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  alleging 
that  the  1981  Adolescent  Family  Life 
Act  violates  the  First  Amendment  ban 
on  establishment  of  religion.  It  claim¬ 
ed  the  teaching  of  chastity  and  sexual 
abstinence  before  marriage  was  the 
teaching  of  a  religious  belief. 
Therefore,  the  BJC  argued  that 
federal  money  should  not  be  used  to 
promote  the  teaching  of  sexual 
abstinence  before  marriage. 

The  foregoing  are  examples  of  pro¬ 
blems  and  by  no  means  an  exhaustive 
list  of  the  problems  with  the  BJC. 
III.  The  appropriation  to  the  Public 
Affairs  Committee  (PAC) 

(a)  The  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  in  1987,  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote,  adopted  an  amendment  to  Bylaw 
18,  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  which  reads  in  pertinent  part  as' 
follows: 

‘The  18  voting  members  (rf  the  com¬ 
mittee  shall  also  be  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  who  serve  on  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs.  'The 
committee  shall  work  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  (Committee  on  Public  (id- 
fairs,  but  shall  also  function  as  a 
separate  committee  serving  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 

This  overwhelming  vote  of  the  C^- 
vention  gave  the  PAC  the  instruction, 
authority,  and  the  right  to  operate  as 
a  separate  entity. 

.  (b)  The  18  members  of  the  PAC 
should  attend  its  annual  meeting 
along  with  that  of  the  BJC.  A  substan¬ 
tial  part  of  the  $23,704  authorized  jn 
the  1969-1990  SBC  Budget  is  required 
for  such  meetings.  Very  little  money 
remains  for  their  other  activities.  The 
Convention  has  told  the  PAC  to  func¬ 
tion  but  has  not  provided  it  with  suf¬ 
ficient  money  to  do  so  effectively. 

(c)  Arf  excellent  publication  was 
produced  last  year  by  the  PAC 
through  the  self-sacrificing  Work  of  its 
members.  Money  is  needed  to  pay  for 
its  future  printing,  publication  and 
distribution. 

(d)  Members  of  the  PAC  have  at¬ 
tended  budget  meetings,  Executive 
Committee  sessions,  planning 
meetings  and  engaged  in  other  ac¬ 
tivities  essential  to  the  PAC  at  their 
own  expense.  They  should  not  be  forc¬ 


ed  to  sacrifice  personally  in  order  to 
fulfill  functions  ^hich  the  Convention 
has  directed  them  to  perform. 

(e)  Believing  that  the  Cooperative 
Program  should  be  the  focal  point  of 
financing  all  SBC  activities,  the 
members  of  the  PAC  have  not  engag¬ 
ed  in  fund-raising  outside  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  have  volun¬ 
tarily  borne  expenses  personally 
rather  than  circumvent  the  budgeting 
processes  of  the  Cooperative 
Program. 

(f)  The  allocation  of  $96,600  of  the 
funds  which  Southern  Baptists  have 
been  appropriating  for  religious  liber¬ 
ty  and  separation  of  church  and  state 
issues  will  be  well  spent  by  the  PAC 
and  is  a  minimum  amount  necessary 
for  it  to  fulfill  the  responsibility  given 
to  it  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

IV.  llie  Appropriation  to  the  Christian 
Life  Commission  (CLC) 

(a)  The  CLC  should  have  the 
authority  to  exercise  a  religious  liber¬ 
ty  advocacy  position  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  not  the 
religious  liberty  advocacy  position. 
The  revised  Program  Statement  for 
the  CLC  provides  for  this. 

(b)  The  CLC  has  been  limited  in  its 
advocacy  of  certain  moral  concerns 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
because  many  moral  issues  have  a 
religious  liberty  aspect.  Personnel  of 
the  CLC  have  bwn  forced  to  limit  their 
arguments  before  governmental  en¬ 
tities  until  now  because  of  their  desire 
to  abide  strictly  by  the  limitations  of 
their  Program  Statement. 

(c)  In  1987,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  ui^ed  the  CLC  to  open  an 
office  in  Washington,  DC.  This  has 
now  been  done.  This  presence  of  the 
CLC  in  Washington  has  allowed  the 
CLC  to  represent  the  Southern  Baptist 
CkMwention  more  adequately  on  moral 
issues  and  created  a  presence  from 
which  the  CLC  can  exercise  a 
religious  liberty  function.  Sufficient 
funding  to  operate  a  full  Washington 
office  was  not  contained  in  the 

1989- 1990  SBC  Budget.  The  1990-1991 
Budget  does  contain  funds  to  assist 
the  CLC  in  doing  that  which  the  Con¬ 
vention  has  directed  it  to  do. 

(d)  Being  exclusivelv  Southern 
Baptist,  the  CJLC  would  be  a  proper 
agenw  from  which  the  Baptist  Pr^ 
could  be  operated  in  Washington.  The 
CLC  has  expressed  a  willingness  to 
work  with  the  Baptist  Press  in  pro¬ 
viding  its  Washin^n  office.  Such  an 
arrangement  would  be  in  the  best  in¬ 
terest  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

(e)  The  appropriation  in  the 

1990- 1991  SBC  Budget  is  adequate  to 
meet  the  basic  needs  of  fulfilling  the 
appropriate  functions  of  the  CLC. 

(f)  By  properly  funding  the  CXC 
Washington  offic^  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  (Donvention  will  be  doing  only  that 
which  the  American  Baptist  Chur¬ 
ches,  USA  has  been  doing  for  years. 

CONCLUSIONS 

No  budget  or  any  other  effort  of 
man  is  perfect.  However,  we,  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  (Committee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  believe  that  the 
budget  allocalions  contained  in  the 
recommended  1990-1991  Budget  are  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  and  the  cause  of 
reaching  our  world  for  Jesus  (Christ. 
This  budget  provides  effectively  for 
tte  best  support  possible  of  our  tradi¬ 
tional  Southern  Baptist  position  on 
religious  liberty  and  separation  of 
church  and  state  without  taking  away 
from  the  support  of  missions  and 
evangelism.  This  approach  is  a  much 
better  way. 


A  minority  report 


A  minority  report  that  differs  from  the  statement  that 
was  written  by  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  officers 
and  that  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  Executive 
Committee  is  shown  below.  The  16  signers  of  this  report 


did  not  accept  the  majority  report  on  the  previous  page. 
SBC  President  Jerry  Vines  ruled  out  portions  of  the 
minority  report,  and  those  portions  ruled  out  are  shown 
as  shaded. 


Minority  Report 

General 

This  minority  report  is  presented  as 
a  means  of  giving  more  information 
to  Southern  Baptists  regarding  the 
process  by  which  the  1990-91 
Cooperative  Program  Allocation 
Budget  being  recommended  to  the 
SBC  in  New  Orleans  was  developed. 
At  issue  is  the  continuation  of  mean- 
in^ul  support  of  the  BJCPA.  Although 
this  issue  arises  in  the  context  of  the 
budget,  it  does  not  affect  the  total 
budget,  only  the  distribution  of  funds 
within  the  budget. 

Fbr  the  first  t&ie;  the  voting  majori¬ 
ty  the  Executive  Committee  is  {xe- 
wnting  a  budget  that  supports  three 
voices  to  spei^  for  Southern  Baptists... 
on  religious  liberty  issues.  This  was 
a  diffir^t  conclusion  even  fw  the  ma- 
j<Mity  as  evidenced  by  the  committee 
actions.  A  motion  to  reduce  the  ma- 
jw  nMTtion  (tf  the  prc^posed  funding  of 
PAC  was  lost  1^  the  tie  vote  Lata;  the 
committee  voted  to  reconsider  the 
budget,  and  subsequently  amoKiled 
the  allocations  to  the  three 
Washington  voices.  The  fact  that  the 
majority  of  the  committee  agreed  to 
permit  the  publication  of  a  miniHity 
report  furtha  indicates  that  this  issue 
should  be  decided  1^  the  Southern 
Baptist  Qxrvention  and  not  by  the  vote 
of  the  Executive  Committee  by  the 
way  of  a  recommended  budget. 

It  is  unfortunate,  but  true,  that  the 
official  status  of  the  document  titled, 
“Some  Reasons  fw  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  1990-91  Budget  Alloca¬ 
tion  to  Support  Religious  Liberty  and 
Separation  of  Church  and  State,”  is 
qu^tionable  It  is  our  understan^ng 
that  the  Minutes  of  the  SBC  Ebcecutive 
Commit^  will  show  only  that  the 
bocfy  vot^  to  put  the  document  in  the 
Minutes  along  with  the  action  to  ap-, 
prove  the  1990-91  budget.  A  further  in¬ 
terpretation  by  some  would  indicate 
that  the  intent  was  for  the  document 
to  be  approved  as  the  rationale  for  the 
1990-91  budget  in  which  the  allocation 
for  the  BJCPA  was  reduced  and  that 
amount  added  to  the  allocations  to  the 
PAC  and  the  CLC.  This  report  will 
show  why  we  believe  that  a  response 
is  needed. 

Responses 

Whatever  the  official  status  of  the 
document,  its  wide  circulation  made 
it  incumbent  upon  the  minority  to  res¬ 
pond  fa  several  reasons. 

1.  The  (rfficers  of  the  SBC  Elxecutive 
Committee  acknowledge  that  they  are 
the  authors  of  the  document.  It, 
therefore,  does  not  present  the 
views  of  many,  specificiUly  the  (me 
third  (rf  the  members  voting  to  (^ipose 
its  publication.  Thirty-nine  votkl  for 
{wbiication,  20  voted  against  publica¬ 
tion,  leaving  18  members  either  ab¬ 
sent  or  abstaining.  We  believe  a  docu¬ 
ment  so  prepared,  and  received  with 
such  mixed  feelings  obviously  lacks  in 
balance. 

2.  llie  minority  response  is  also  cfic- 
tated  because  of  the  unusual  (if  pot 
unprecedented)  procedure  of 
publishing  after  the  fact,  a  rationale 
W  an  acuon  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  usual  procedure  is  to  fur¬ 
nish  “ba<dcground  matoial”  to  the  ap- 
ooiHnate  subcommittee  and  then  to 
the  full  (xunmittee  {nrior  to  considera¬ 
tion  and  action. 

The  document  was  not  used  in 
attber  of  those  ways.  Although  two  of 
the  three  committee  officara,  and  all 
three  of  the  subcommittee  chairmen, 
mn  present  and  took  an  active  part 


in  the  January  meeting  of  the  Pro¬ 
gram  and  Budget  Subcommittee,  the 
document  was  not  presented  there 
Although  it  was  in  hand  at  the  open¬ 
ing,  of  the  Executive  Committee 
meeting  February  19,  it  was  not 
distributed  then,  nor  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Program  and  Bixiget  Subcom¬ 
mittee  the  next  morning.  When  Uie 
Executive  Committee  reconvened  in 
plenary  session  at. 4:00  p.m.  on 
20,  the  document  was  on  our 
desks.  The  only  reference  to  the  docu- 
m«at  during  the  lengthy  process  of 
debate  and  action  <»  the  budget  was 
a  questi(»  r^arding  its  (srgin.  That 
questMMi  was  answered  ^ter  the 
bullet  was  adopted.  It  is  not  accurate, 
theref(Me;  to  say  that  the  document 
{xxnddes  the  rationale  for  the  de(dsi(» 
made  in  the  ccnnmittee  regarding  the 
1990-91  bud^t.  The  ^xruinent  may  in¬ 
deed  reveal  the  rationale  for  some  It 
is  not  accurate,  however,  to  indicate 
that  the  document  itself  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  the  decisi(xi  made,  or 
that  it  represents  a  balanced  view  of 
Imw  Southern  Baptists  should  suppcHTt 
those  entities  repenting  us  in  the 
matters  of  “Religious  Libaty  and 
Separation  of  Church  and  State.” 

3.  The  minority  report  is  (further) 
required  in  order  to  clarify  the  matter 
of  how  Southern  Baptists  are 
represented  in  Washington,  D.C.  with 
regard  to  religious  liberty  and  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state.  All  members 
of  the  minority  do  not  necessarily 
agree  with  all  the  actions  taken  by  the 
BJCPA  or  by  its  director.  All  members 
of  the  minority  do  agree  that  the 
BJCPA  has  not  been  treated  fairly  in 
the  document.  No  credit  is  given  for 
their  significant  accomplishments  for 
more  than  50  years.  There  is  a  lack  of 
appreciation  regarding  the  justifiable 
proportionate  support  given  by 
Southern  Baptists.  Being  the  largest 
of  the  Baptist  bodies  we  should  expect 
to  carry  the  lar^t  responsibility.  ‘Tb 
whom  much  is  given  shall  much  be  re¬ 
quired.” 

The  specific  statements  contained 
in  the  statement  of  the  majority  are 
better  answered  by  those  directly  in¬ 
volved  i.e,  BJC,  PAC,  CLC.  This 
minority  report,  (lesign^  to  help  the 
messengers  determine  the  issues  and 
the  facts,  now  focuses  its  attention  on 
the  53  years  of  services  by  the  BJC 
and  its  assistance  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  '' 

The  recognized  work  of  the  BJCPA 
has  includ^  the  following: 

a.  Liaison  with  the  State  Department 

Concerning  Religious  Freedom 
Overseas  ,  . 

Influential  in  gaining  the  release  of 
hundreds  of  prisoners  ^  conscience  in 
E^asteni  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Uijion. 

b.  Relationship  to  Other  Baptist 
Bodies 

Southern  Baptists  ctmperatingwith 
nine  other  Baptist  groups  represen¬ 
ting  over  23  million  Baptists  of  diverse 
ethnic  and  geographical  background 
have  proven  to  be  mps^nfluential.  A 
Washington  correspondent  com¬ 
ment  that  if  Stxithero  $aptist8  were 
to  separate  from  the  BJCPA,  it  *, “would 
wea^n  the  Southern  Baptist  voic^ 
because  to  speak  alone  ^  the  city  is 
not  to  be  heard.” 

c.  Filings  with  Courts 

Over  50  Friend-of-Court  briete  have 
been  filed  in  the  U  S.  Supreme  Ckxtft 
and  other  courts  presenting  the  BJC 
view  of  First  Amendment  issues. 

d.  Government  Relations 

Dealing  with  public ‘’officials  in 

legislative  and  judicial  branches  of 


government  relating  to  religious  liber¬ 
ty  and  non-establishment  of  religion. 

e.  Equal  Access 

To  permit  secondary  school 
students  to  engage  in  student- 
conducted  religious  activities.  The 
BJC  is  acknowledged  in  Washington 
as  the  leader  in  obtaining  passage  and 
implementation  of  this  legislation. 

f.  Rights  of  Overseas  Missionaries 
W(^ed  to  avoid  double  taxation  and 

assure  opportunity  to  vote  in  federal 
elections.  j 

g.  'Transmittal  of  SBC  Resolutions 
lb  the  designated  governmental  of¬ 
ficials  and  agencies  on  such  subjects 
as  “voluntary  prayer,”  “taxing 
unrelated  business  enterprises,”  and 
“childrens’  rights.” 

h.  Testimony 

Before  House  and  Senate  commit¬ 
tee  and  administrative  regulatory 
bodies. 

i.  Legislation  Concerning  Pensions 
Worked  with  the  Annuity  Board  to 

avoid  taxation  and  prevent  govern¬ 
mental  interference  in  ministers  and 
denominational  employees  pension 
plans. 

j.  Ministers  Housing  Deduction 
Worked  to  restore  clergyman  tax 

exempt  housing. 

k.  IRS  Use  of  Integrated  Auxiliaries 
Successfully  resisted  governmental 

definition  of  what  is  religious  in 
denominational  activities  the  IRS 
limited  definition  of  “integrated  aux¬ 
iliaries.”  This  resulted  in  an  ad  hoc 
committee  of  17  religious  bodies  to 
review  the  definition  of  church  in  the 
U.S.  Ibx  Code. 

l.  Ad  Hoc  Committee  from  the 
Religious  Community 

Works  with  the  IRS  to  promote  bet¬ 
ter  relations  between  the  religious 
community  and  the  IRS  and  to  oigage 
in  constructive  dialogue  about  issues 
of  mutual  concern.  'Iliis  committee  is 
chaired  by  the  BJC  counsel.  Meets 
upon  call  of  the  IRS  and/or  the 
committee 

BJC  has,  because  of  limited  person¬ 
nel  and  funds,  had  to  prioritize  the 
issues  that  it  supports,  thus  omitting 
some  important  issues  for  others  to 
espouse  This  has  of  necessity  offend¬ 
ed  some  and  pleased  others.  The 
priorities  of  the  BJC  are  and  can  be 
changed  along  with  the  times  within 
the  broad  principles  of  the  First 
Amendment. 

4.  The  minority  desires  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  spiritual  and  financial 
harmony  of  the  convention.  We  ap¬ 
plaud  the  willingness  of  tho^e 
represented  in  the  InterA^n^  Coun¬ 
cil  to  recommend  a  buclgeting  pro¬ 
cedure  which  impacts  their  own  pro¬ 
gramming  in  order  for  the  convention 
to  stabilize  its  basic,  advance  and 
capital  funding  budgets.  We  believe  an 
extreme  reduction  in  the  BJCPA 
allocation  can  only  contribute  to  divi¬ 
sion  and  confrontation. 

Conclusion 

This  minority  report  has  not  ^ght 
to  criticize  or  defend  anyone.  It  has 
soi^t  to  offer  information.  Hopeful¬ 
ly,  that  wifi  contribute  to  balance,  and 
help  Southern  Baptists  make  wise 
'budgetary  decisions  which  directly 
impact  the  entities  representing  us. 
The  names  of  those  preraring  the 
minority  report  app^r  toIow.  We 
acknowledge  the  gracious  spirit  of  the 
majority  in  voting  to  have  this  minori- 
report  published  with  the  “Some 
Reasons'. . .”  document. 

We  believe  that  there  is  a  better 
(Continued  on  page  6) 
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Reflections”  choir  sings  —  PhcXos  by  Nicholas  and  Larrimore 


Ethel  McKeithen,  right,  talks  with  James  and  Wilda  Fancher. 


One  of  the  speakers  for  “Ah,  Thos'’ 

Memories"  was  Goixton  Sansing.  Rich  Malone  performs. 


Senior  adults  rally  in  Jackson 


Senior  adults  from  Hinds-Madison 
Ass(x:iation  and  surrounding  areas, 
more  than  600  of  them,  heard  Horace 
Kerr  describe  a  senior  adult  as  he 
delivered  the  keynote  speech  at  a 
Reflections  Rally  '90  for  senior  adults 
last  week  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 

Kerr  told  the  seniors,  “A  senior 
adult  is  a  person  who  is  experiencing 
the  development  plan  that  Cted  has  for 
his  creation.” 

Kerr’s  was  the  closing  address  at  a 
meeting  that  began  before  lunch  and 
went  through  the  day  until  mid¬ 
afternoon,  with  lunch  being  included. 

The  speaker  noted  that  senior 
adults  are  made  in  God’s  image  the 
same  as  they  were  in  younger  years, 
and  maybe  a  bit  more  so. 

He  said,  “You  have  been  looking  on 
the  face  of  God  for  a  longer  time  &)n 
those  of  younger  years,  so  you  look 
more  like  Gocl” 

Registration  for  the  rally  was  667. 
Almost  half  of  the  number  made  up 
the  Reflections  Choir  that  sang 
several  numbers.  Joe  Chapman, 
senior  adult  coordinator  for  Hinds- 
Madison  Association,  was  the  direc¬ 
tor”  of  the  choir,  which  represented 
several  churches. 


Ethel  McKeithen,  retired  Mississip¬ 
pi  Woman'6  Missionary  Union  consul¬ 
tant,  narrated  Reflections  Rally.  As 
she  directed  the  rally  program,  she 
spoke  of  special  memories,  of  old 
son^  that  remind  of  earlier  days,  and 
of  the  senior  adult  choirs.  She  paid 
tribute  to  Irene  Martin,  who  was  the 
pianist  for  the  rally,  and  Dot  FTay, 
who  was  the  organist,  for  their  many 
years  of  musical  accompaniment  at 
senior  adult  meetings  at  Gulfshore 
and  at  Ridgeirest. 

In  a  feature  titled  “Ah,  Those 
Memories,”  she  called  on  several  ad¬ 
ditional  speakers  for  reflections,  in¬ 
cluding  A1  and  Imogene  Brown, 
AlmeJa  Kaupp,  Don  McGregor, 
James  Fancher,  Gordon  Sansing, 
Levon  Moore,  Arland  Eyl,  Fred 
Tarpley,  and  Bill  Causey. 

Lunch  was  served  in  the  fellowship 
hall  of  First  Church,  and  the  group 
stayed  there  for  a  feature  by  Ricn 
Malone  of  Parkway  (Thurch,  Jackson, 
preceding  the  address  by  Kerr. 

Cortez  Hutchinson,  minister  of 
education  at  First  Church,  Yazoo  Ci¬ 
ty,  spoke  during  the  morning  session 
on  “Dream  with  Me.” 
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■EJh  By  Marv  Knox 

m^jgg^  WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Sen.  Jesse 

Helms,  R-N.C.,  received  the  Southern 
Baptist  Public  Affairs  Committee’s 
IDf  Religious  Liberty  Award  during 

^ 

dm..  \  V 

«  The  award  was  created  the 

October  to  honor 

V  VA  have  an  “outstanding  job  main- 

%  Ai  taining  and  promoting  religious  liber- 

mKml  ik  ty  in  &e  United  States,”  said  Robbie 

Hugh^  chairperson  of  the  award 

a  ‘  1  A  B  committee  from  Jackson,  Miss. 

^  Helms,  a  lifelong  Southern  Baptist 

^r  and  senator  for  18  years,  was  the  on- 
B  ly  nominee  for  the  flrst  annual  award, 

^  B  Hughes  said,  adding,  “He  has  always 

^BB  strong  for  religious  liberty”  and 

R.  A.  CouHer  of  Prentiss,  retired  pastor  who  is  now  interim  pastor  at  Ibpisaw  Church,  Franklin  Hughes,  right,  member  of  Prentiss  Church,  Prentiss,  and  Benny,  a  pri-  courageous  dedication  to  God  and 
Pike  County,  reminisces  about  prisoners  he  has  baptized  after  they  were  converted  sioner  at  the  Prentiss  jail,  discuss  a  Bible  lesson.  Hughes,  deputy  sheriff,  leads  the  country.”  ,  .  . 

in  the  jail  at  Prentiss.  Coulter  teaches  a  Bible  study  in  the  jail  on  Thursday  afternoons.  Bible  study  Wednesday  nights  in  the  jail.  Benny  became  a  Christian  after  entering  The  senator  has  led  a  battle  with  the 

'  the  jail  Huohes  said.  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  over 


I  witness  to  n 
1  Prentiss  jail 


“G^  ^s  given  the  of  soul  g^^  ^  j^jj 

wmiiing,”^idHu^.  a  former  coun-  (he  didn’t  quit)  another  man -not  the 
ty  agent.  On  call,  day  or  night,  he  will  whom  he  had  become 

*?  discouraged,  rushed  up  to  him,  in  a  ^^^^^^BBBBBBBB^BBI^^^BBB^^^^^^B 

^’d  like  to  tolk  with  him.  He  s  one  of  friendly  i^y,  aU  smiles.  He  said,  “You 
^  Adults)  at  |(|i0w  I  was  in  lockdown  last  week.” 

Prenti^  Church.  (Lockdown  was  a  place  of  solitary 

Hughes  has  had  a  helper,  H  A.  confinement,  adjoining  the  room 
years  where  Hughes  witnessed  to 

ministry  with  prisoners^Coulter  prisoners. ) ‘The  other  day  you  were 

teach^  toe  Bible  study  on  Thi^ys  talking  to _ and  I  was  in 

at  toe  jail.  A  rctirra  minister,  he  ^  in-  jockdown  and  I  heard  all  you  said  to 
tenin  pastor  at  Topisaw  Churc^In  him,  and  I  accepted  Jesus!”  ' 

the  shop  behind  his  house,  near  Pren-  . 

tiss,  he  makes  and  refinishes  C^ter,  too,  can  tell  some  thrilling 
furniture.  stones.  “A  man  who  had  been  a  ma- 

“Many  to  whom  we  have  witnessed  i®*"  Army  and  serv^  in  Viet-  Hughes  and  Benny  get  the  "baptismafbco!”  ready  at  the  Prentiss  jail 
have  accepted  Jesus  as  their  Savior,”  nani^^accepted  CSirist  while  he  was 
said  Hughes.  In  turn,  the  new  Ctoris-  said.  'Hie  ^jw  had  sl^  two 

tians  witness  to  other  prisoners.  prople  one  night  when  he  was  drui^. 

“We  know  of  at  least  seven  in-  Ct^ter  witi^sed  to  hun,  he 

dividuals  that  the  inmates  have  won  ^'.®i  ‘i®  ®y®*^  ^  Ctonst. 

to  the  Lord,”  said  Coulter.  One  man's  He  ttrfd  me,  ^td  Coulter,  “when  I 
cell  became  a  prayer  room,  where  a  c^me  here,  I  did  not  know  why  I  had 
group  would  regularly  meet  to  pray.  P®*  killed  m  Vietnam.  Now  I 
If  a  convert  requests  baptism,  know  why.  It  was  so  I  could  be  saved 
Coulter  baptizes  him  in  a  big  metal  ‘®  the  Prentiss  ^il.  ’  A^r  the  major 
tub,  in  the  jail’s  small  wall^  court-  transferred  to  Parchman,  he 
yard,  which  is  open  to  the  sky.  Then  P®gnn  teaching  a  literacy  class  there, 
the  preacher  presents  a  Certificate  of  “Aren’t  you  happy  in  this  jail 
Baptism.  ministry?”  Hughes  asked  Cloulter.  “I 

Not  always,  though,  do  the  prisoners  am !  ” 
pay  attention  when  Hughes  witnesses.  And  Coulter  agreed  that  he  is 

A  minority  report 

(Continued  from  page  5)  Martin  B.  Bradley,  Tennessee 

solution  to  this  problem  than  toe  one  Carl  E.  Compton,  South  Carolina 
recommended  in  the  Proposed  Ira  Q.  Craft,  South  Carolina 
Cooperative  Program  Budget  relating  Terry  U-Oavis,  Maryland 
to  religious  liberty  concerns.  Hazel  Eubanks.  Georgia 

The  writers  have  served  an  average  Ingram  L.  Foster.  Jr.,  Mississippi 
of  si  years  on  the  SBC  Executive  Scott  C.  Humphrey,  Virginia 
Committee.  Three  of  the  four  have  James  E.  Jones.  Kentucky 
served,  or  are  serving,  on  the  Pro-  Sunnye  Jones,  Louisiana 
gram  and  Budget  Subcommittee.  All  Wallace  E.  Jones,  Missouri 
were  on  the  Executive  Committee  Frank  Lady,  Arkansas 
when  the  last  indepth  study  of  the  Marjorie  J.  McCullough,  Louisiana 
BJCTA  was  conducted.  The  report  is  James  M.  Morton,  Ji<v  California 
submitted  on  behalf  of  the  persons  Ann  M.  Smith,  North  Carolina 
whose  names  aj?pear  (jelow,  and  with  James  C.  Wideman,  New  Hampshire 
their  concurrence.  Th^  were  all  pre-  James  Yates.  Mississippi 
sent  and  voting  on  the  issues  involved. 


that  people  ask,  “How  come  I  don’t 
feel  better  about  this  country?”  ’The 
reason  is  toe  nation’s  moral  decline, 
he  answered,  noting:  “It’s  like  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  coming  back  at 
us  ....  I  can’t  think  of  anything  more 
ridiculous”  than  to  spend  tax  money 
“for  pornography  described  as  art.” 

The  PAC  voted  without  dissent  to 
give  the  award  to  Helms,  but 
members  received  a  word  of  caution 
from  Larry  Lewis,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board. 

“I  have  a  tremendous  respect  for 
Sen.  Helms,”  Lewis  said.  “He  has  1^ 
the  nation  in  many  social  and  moral 
Emmanuel  McCall,  director  of  the  McCall  will  bring  an  address  entitl-  issues.”  But  Lewis  added  that  he  was 
Black  Church  Extension  Division  of  ed,  “A  Ministry  of  Cooperative,  A  concerned  That  a  subcommittee  had 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  the  Model  for  the  Nineties.”  Frank  determined  to  give  Helms  the  award 
kQrnote  speaker  at  Thomas,  pastor  of  Alta  Woods  Church,  “without  even  polling  the  members” 
the  Brown-Davis  Jackson,  will  lead  the  worship  event,  and  that  the  issue  was  put  to  a  vote 
(Conference.  Hosts  will  be  Richard  Brogan,  con-  after  Helms  had  been  invit^  to  the 

The  conference  sultant  in  the  Cooperative  Missions  award  luncheon, 
will  take  place  at  Department,  MBCB,  and  Hickman  In  adcTition,  Lewis  expressed  con- 
(h®  Mississippi  Johnson,  seminary  president.  cern  that  “the  perception  of  Jesse 

Baptist  Seminary,  Lunch  will  be  served  to  those  mak-  Helms  is  he’s  a  very  strong  right-wing 
Lynch  Street,  ing  reservations  at  968-3800,  extension  conservative.”  The  awai^  ‘^broils 
Jackson,  on Satur-  3%1.  us  in  volatile  political  issues  that  do 

day.  May  26,  from  not  do  us  any  gocNd,  fuel  the  controver- 

■  3  m  to  2  p.m.  j  .^*5  ^  sy  in  our  convention,  and  do  not  help 

McCall  The  conference  AU//  ™  credibility  of  our  committee,”  he 

is  named  for  T.B.  'C/i€>^  /^ec^^/t'  said. 

B^n  and  W.R  Davis  for  their  con-  Noting  he  had  favored  the  “conser- 

tributions  to  the  seminary.  Brown  is  A  golf  champ  was  making  the  vative  resurgence”  in  the  Southern 
a  former  president  of  the  seminary  rounefe  of  an  important  tournament  Baptist  Convention,  Lewis  said,  “I’m 
and  Davis  was  dean  and  directed  when  his  caddie  developed  hiccups,  concerned  that  we  might  win  a  batUe 
Mississippi  Baptist  work  with  Na-  Since  the  champ  was  a  very  and  lose  a  war”  during  the  SBC 
tional  Baptists.  *  deliberate  putter,  the  noise  disturbed  presidential  eiection.“It  doesn’t  take 

A  continuing  objective  If  the  con-  him.  On  the  18to  hole,  a  crucial  shot,  a  lot  to  shift  the  trend,”  he  cautioned, 
ference  is  to  foster  dialogue  and  com-  he  putted  the  ball,  and  it  stopped  three  “Do  we  want  to  do  something  here 
munication  between  National  and  inches  from  the  hole  "He  snarled  at  that  will  cause  a  backlash  out  there 
Southern  Baptist  communities.  In  the  caddie,  “You  and  your  hiccups!”  in  the  grassroots  of  Swthern  Baptist 
Mississippi  there  are  about  1,700  Na-  “But  I  didn’t  hiccup  then,”  objected  life?” 

tional  Baptist  and  1,965  Southern  Bap-  the  caddie.  Marv  Knox  is  on  the  stoff  of  BapUst 

tist  churches.  “I  know,  but  I  had  allowed  for  it!”  Press. 
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^napman  speaKs  c 
enlarging  the  tent 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Mississippian  Morris  Chapman  changes  in  Southern  Baptists’  direc- 
visited  Jackson  last  Thursday  to  tion.  It  must  be  done  one  institution, 
discuss  his  candidacy  for  president  of  one  agency  at  a  time  through  Uie 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  He  trusted.  And  I  can  personally  teU  you 
spoke  of  “enlarging  the  tent’’  of  the  that  I  believe  in  six  day  creation  and 
“conservative”  group  with  which  he  is  I  have  no  problem  with  that, 
affiliated  to  include  any  Southern  Chapman  added,  “I  do  stand 
Baptist  who  will  declare  the  Bible  to  wholeheartedly  for  creationism  being  “Your  mother  hasn’t  changed  a  bit!  had  trimmed  the  shrubs.  I  knew  her  and  to  go  to  the  farmers’ market  to 

be  inerrant  and  infallible.  tau^t  in  the  schools  and  I  do  believe  She  still  looks  like  she  did  10  years  maid  had  not  shown  up  as  promised,  select  vegetables  for  her  freezer. 

Chapman,  pastor  of  First  Church,  that  evolution  is  not  a  proven  fact.  It  ago!”  A  longtime  friend  said  that  to  so  she  had  cleaned  the  house.  She’d  Already  she  had  an  egg  custard  bak- 

Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  and  a  native  of  is  only  a  theory  and  not  only  do  I  me  last  Sunday  at  County  Line  been  tellii^  me  on  the  phone  she  ed  to  take  to  the  homecoming  dinner 

Kosciusko,  has  declared  himself  a  believe  creationism  has  as  much  foun-  homecoming.  And  she’s  right.  I  can’t  didn’t  feel  like  doing  a  thing  every  day  on  the  grounds.  I  knew  there’d  be  a 

candidate  for  SBC  president  running  dation  if  not  more  in  science  than  figure  out  how  Mama  continues  to  but  sitting  down.  So  I  asked,  “How  in  mad  dash  for  her  pie.  If  I  wanted  a 

against  Daniel  Vestal,  pastor  of  First  evolution,  I  believe  that  we  are  also  stay  so  young-looking.  the  world  did  you  do  all  this  trimm-  piece.  I’d  better  try  to  make  it  to  the 

Baptist  Church  of  Dunwoody  in  Atlan-  able  to  come  there  by  faith,  and  I  I"  her  bookcase  there’s  a  photo  ing  and  cleaning?”  And  she  said,  head  of  the  line 

ta.  The  election  will  take  place  during  praise  God  for  that.”  album  that  contains  a  picture  of  “Just  a  little  every  day.”  That’s  my  Saturday  night  we*  talked  a  Imig 

the  SBC  meeting  in  New  Orleans  in  He  was  also  asked  if  he  believed  a  Mama  and  Daddy,  taken  before  they  mama.  Her  middle  name  is  time  about  her  medical  bills  of 

June.  person  could  be  saved  and  not  believe  were  married,  when  she  was  about  17.  determination.  January  and  February,  and  how 

Chapman,  speaking  to  just  over  100  in  inerrancy.  “The  only  way  I  would  They  are  sitting  beside  a  syrup  mill  She  stiU  likes  to  sw^  with  a  brown  much  her  insui^mce  had  paid.  Again 

persons  assembled  at  Morrison  know  how  to  resp^  is  there  are  those  on  a  pile  of  sugar  cane  peelings.  I  made  of  wild  broomstraw.  Since  no  I  was  absolutely  amazed  at  how 

Heights  Church,  Clinton,  said  that  his  who  testify  so,”  Chapman  said.  “But  think  she  looks  very  pretty,  her  black  one  has  brought  her  any  new  meticulously  she  keeps  books,  recor- 

commitment  “is  to  encompass  all  their  heart  before  God  is  not  hair  worn  then  with  bangs,  her  large  broomstraw  in  a  long,  long  time,  she  ding  every  penny  that  comes  in  and 

Southern  Baptists  and  bring  us  something  I  can  determine.”  brown  ^es  fringed  with  long  lashes  has  w<mti  her  brooms  down  to  ex-  exactly  the  way  that  every  penny 

together  again  who  believe  in  the  Chapman  was  asked  about  his  and  thick  brows.  Last  Sunday  I  tremely  short  lengths  —  which  she  goes.  I  saw  how  helpful  that  could  be 

perpetuation  of  our  allegiance  to  the  stance  on  an  SBC  Executive  Commit-  thought  she  looked  as  jxetty  as  she  did  calls  the  stumpy  brooms.  After  her  in  tracing  pennies  needlessly  wasted, 

perfect  Word  from  the  perfect  God.”  tee  move  to  take  more  than  $300,000  in  at  17.  A  mint  green  dress  with  a  white  eye  operation,  she  was  not  supposed  Again  I  told  myself  I  ought  to  do  that. 

The  Mississippi  College  graduate  funding  for  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit-  collar  offset  her  olive  complexion,  and  to  bend  over  for  six  wedcs.  As  a  result,  instead  of  throwing  so  many  of  my 

said  that  to  participate  in  Southern  tee  on  Public  Affairs  and  give  it  to  the  was  a  neat  size  6  for  her  90  pounds,  those  stumpy  brooms  posed  a  pro-  pennies  away.  More  than  once  Daddy 

Baptist  denominational  life,  one  Christian  Life  Commission.  Her  eyelashes,  which  she  had  dread-  blem.  The  other  night  I  noticed  she  said  to  me,  “Your  mother  is  a  smart 

should  believe  in  certain  parameters.  Messengers  to  the  SBC  will  vote  on  ed  having  cut  for  a  cataract  operation  had  stuck  a  metal  rod  through  one  woman.”  He  told  the  tnrthr" 

“With  regard  to  the  Word,  there  are  that  measure  as  they  consider  the  February,  had  grown  back.  Her  broom  to  form  a  long  handle  That’s  She  had  turned  the  cover  down  on 

parameters,”  he  said.  SBC  budget.  eyes  are  stUl  as  bright  as  ever.  my  mama.  She  doesn’t  give  up  easily,  our  bed,  revealing  clean  sheets,  and 

“Our  Peace  Committee  helped  us  to  He  said  if  the  matter  is  adopted  by  W.  D.  and  I  went  to  see  her  last  Saturday  morning,  before  I  could  opened  the  windows  to  the  good  fresh 

best  see  those  parameters  when  th^  the  messengers,  “Surely  I  would  seek  weekend,  because  of  the  homecoming  drink  my  coffee,  she  was  insisting  that  country  air.  For  an  hour  or  so,  I  had 

spoke  about  the  Bible  as  truth  without  to  give  leadership  at  that  point  If  it  at  her  church,  so  we  celebrated  I  eat  breakfast  “I’ll  co<*  enough  been  complaining  about  all  the  thin^ 

any  mixture  of  error  for  its  matter,  is  not,  then  I  suppose  that  it  will  be  Mother’s  Day  a  week  early,  as  we  did  oatmeal  for  you,  and  you  can  at  least  I  needed  to  do  at  home  and  at  work, 

quoting  the  Baptist  Faith  and  back  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  last  year.  When  we  arrived,  I  saw  that  eat  some  toast  and  half  of  one  egg!”  and  how  I  could  not  get  them  all  done 

Message.  Committee  to  1<^  at  it  further.”  her  house  was  shining,  the  big  lawn  That’s  my  mama.  She  thinks  no  one  “How  do  you  do  so  much?”  I  asked 

“They  said  that  means  that  Adam  Chapman  said  he  did  not  want  to  recently  mowed,  and  the  shrubs  neat-  should  ever  skip  breakfast,  and  I  ex-  her. 

and  Eve  were  real  persons.  They  said  discuss  the  matter  “tlm^h  and  ly  trimmed.  I  knew  that  she’d  hired  pect  she’s  right.  Maybe  that’s  how  she  She  said,  “You  know  your  daddy 

that  means  that  the  miracles  record-  through.”  He  did  note  that  in  1982,  he  smneone  to  cut  the  grass,  but  that  she  stays  so  young-looking!  She  has  never  always  helped  me  when  he  was  living, 

ed  in  the  Bible,  supernatural  events  and  former  SBC  President  Charles  worked  away  from  tome,  except  for  but  all  the^  19  years  that  I’ve  lived 

recorded  in  the  Bible,  were,  indeed,  Stanley  sp^e  in  favor  of  prayer  in  months  of  helpi^  to  cook  in  the  by  myself.  I’ve  just  had  to  depend  on 

miracles  of  God.  They  said  the  nar-  public  schools  before  the  SBC  adopted  Ri^e  Grove  School  s  lunchroom,  and  the  L^rd  to  help  me.  Every  morning, 

ratives  are,  indeto,  accurate  as  a  resolution  in  favcH*  of  such.  The  Bap-  Qf-A-vAzo  vH*  iatiII  quite  a  few  election  y^re  as  clerk  at  I  say, ‘Lord,  just  help  me  through  to- 

recorded  in  the  Bible.  And  they  said  tist- Joint  Committee  has  spoken  CJLCWctl  I  YVlll  the  voting  place  One  of  her  special  m-  day.  You  know  I  can  t  do  all  these 

the  authors  as  given  by  the  books  of  against  organized  prayers  in  public  j  j  T¥’7’*  1 1  •  terests  has  always  been  food  preser-  things  by  myself.  I’ll  just  have  to  de- 

the  Bible  themselves  are,  indeed,  the  schools.  aUClreSS  William  vation  and  preparatmn.  Though  she  pend  on  you.  Pl^se  give  me  the 

authors.”  “I  did  hear  it  explained  the  other  vegetable  garden  now,  she  still  strength.  And  he  always  does.  That’s 

Chapman  said,  ‘“God  has  given  me  day,”  said  Chapman,  “that  the  Baptist  a  •••xi-xT-  rrr»«i  rl  c  ^  berries  and  make  jelly  my  mama. 

Isaiah  54:2,  which  states  ‘Ej^rge  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  is 
place  of  thy  tent,  and  let  t^n  stretch  not  being  defunded.  We  are  in  fact 

forth  the  curtains  of  thine  J^Btatiohs :  commit . 

spare  not,  lengthen  thy  and  dation 

strengthen  thy  stakes.’  ”  40  equal  to 

He  said,  “I  believe  it  is  ^pipelling  Baptist 
in  this  day  (flat  we  enlarge  the  place  BJCPA 
of  our  tent  to  include  all  people  who  Chapi 


my  mama 


Stewart  will 
address  William 
Carey  grads 


A  shepherd  remembers 


Stephen  Bath 
presents  a  dra¬ 
matic  monologue 
to  Mississippi  ^p- 
tist  Convention 
Board  retirees  dur¬ 
ing  their  April  26 
meeting  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Building.  Por¬ 
traying  a  shepherd 
who  worshipped 
Jesus  on  the  night 
of  /his  birth,  he 
watches  the  life, 
death,  and  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  Sav¬ 
ior  in  the  light  of 
his  memories  of 
the  angels’  song 
and  the  stable 
scene.  Bath  is 
minister  of  music 
at  Center  Ridge 
Church,  Yazoo 
City. 


LrA  camp  aates  are  titling 

Five  weeks  of  GA  camp  are  full.  The  GA  camp  at  Central  Hills  and  four 
camps  at  Camp  Garaywa  have  reached  capacity  registration,  according  to 
Trish  Simmons,  WMU  consultant. 

TTie  weeks  that  are  still  open  at  this  time  are: 

*  Mini-Camp,  May  30-June  1 
June  4-8 
July  16-20 
July  23-27 
July  30-Au^t  3 

Acteens  Week  at  Central  Hills,  July  2-6,  is  still  available. 


V 
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Thursday,  May  10.  1990 


Associational  Officers’  Interpretation 
meeting  is  scheduled  at  Alta  Woods 


The  annual  Associational  Officers’  mission.  He  is  director  of  World  Mis¬ 
interpretation  Meeting  is  scheduled  sion  Conferences  and  associational 
for  May  15  at  Alta  Woods  Church,  relations  for  the  Commission. 

Jackson.  Discipleship  Training  leaders  will 

The 'day  begins  at  9:30  with  a  hear  Steve  Williams,  growth  consul- 
general  session  in  the  church  tant  in  the ‘growth  section  of  the 
auditorium,  then  simultaneous  con-  Discipleship  'IVaining  Department  of 
ferences  for  associational  leaders.  the  Sunday  School  Board.  He  will 
The  general  session  includes  a  devo-  speak  about  a  1991  project  in 
tional  by  Bill  Causey,  executive  Mississippi  called  “New  Start.” 
director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Pastoral  Ministries  leaders  will 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  a  discus-  hear  Charles  Belt,  consultant  in  the 
sion  of  Bold  Mission  Prayer  Thrust  by  Pastoral  Leadership/Administration 
TW.  Hunt,  national  coordinator  for  the  section  of  the  BSSB. 
thrust,  and  the  premiere  of  a  new  Media  Library  leaders  will  hear 
video  on  Bold  New  Glynn  Hill,  a  special  worker  with  the 
Growth-Mississippi.  B^B. 

Directors  of  missions,  moderators.  Church  Music  leaders  will  have 
and  prayer  coordinators  will  meet  Ibmmy  Keown,  small  church/asso- 
with  Hunt,  who  will  discuss  the  ciational  music  consultant  for  the 

ministry  of  intercessory  prayer  for  Church  Music  Department  of  the  Fw  further  information,  contact  the 

Southern  Baptists.  -  BSSB.  associational  office  or  Chester 

Brotherhood  leaders  will  meet  with  Christian  Action  leaders  will  hear  Vaughn,  program  director,  MBCB, 
Kenny  Rains  of  the  Brotherhood  Com-  Paul  Jones,  executive  director,  of  the  phone  968-3800. 


leaders  have  on 
hand  the  state  evangelism  director, 

new 

James 

leaders  will  hear 
Malone,  director 

Parkway  Church,  Jackson.  O  A  U 

Other  separate  sessions  include  HA  car  wasn 

Missions  Development,  Sunday  The  RA  chapter  of  Harperville  Church  in  Scott  County  raised  $274  for  missions 
Schml,  Stewardship,  and  Family  through  means  of  a  car  wash.  Half  of  the  money  was  used  to  help  on  a  missions 
Ministry.  They  will  be  led  by  MBCB  trip  to  Rio  do  Janeiro  for  Parkes  and  Martha  Ellen  Marler,  former  missionaries  who 
staffers  in  the  various  offices.  are  members  of  the  church,  arxl  half  was  given  for  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Of- 


DevoUonal 


Single  Adult  Conference  to  be 
held  at  Gulfshore  Assembly 


lother  —  the  positive 
partner  of  support 


May  26-28  is  the  weekend  for  the  Susan  Clark,  contract  consultant  for  ‘  Thte  conference  begins  Saturday 
single  adult  conference  at  Gulfshore  the  Church  Music  Department,  with -registration  opening  at  1:30.  It 
Baptist  Assembly  with  the  theme  MBCB,  will  lead  music,  give  a  con-  cfoses  Monday  after  lunch. 

n  “Bonded  Together  cert,  and  direct  a  talent  show.  Fw  program  details,  contact  J. 

in  Love.”  Seminar  topics  include  “Building  Clark  Hensley  of  the  Discipleship 

Theme  inter-  Spiritual  Bonds  Md  Enrichment,”  Training  Department,  MBCB.  For 
preter  and  worship 
leader  will  be 
Macklyn  Hubbell, 


“Building  Bonds  Through  Dating,”  registration,  write  Gulfshore  at 
“Building  Relationships  Without  Henderson  Point,  Pass  Christian,  MS 
Dating,”  “Building  Bonds  Through  39571. 
professor  at  New  Better  Communication,” 

Orleans  Seminary.  Other  topics  include  “When  the  ^^^^HHBBfl^Hm||B| 
Cliff  Allbritton,  Bonds  are  Bending  —  Pointers  on 

editor  of  the  Chris-  Response  to  Crisis,”  “Building  Bonds 

tian  Single  mag-  Between  Parents  and  Children  —  ^^B 

azine  for  the  Sun-  Preschool  Through  Elementary,”  _^B 

day  School  Board,  “When  Bonds  Have  Been  Broken,” 

will  teach  leaders  in  a  special  con-  “Stretching  Your ‘Bond’ Money.”  “Ah  ^  _B 

ference  and  will  lead  a  session  on  Enemy  to  Bonding,”  “For  Parents  of  ^B 

“Bonding  Throi^  Better  Methods  of  Teenagers,”  and  “Money  Manage-  ^^B 

Single  Adult  Ministry.”  He  will  also  ment  for  Single  Parents.”  '  ,^^B 

lead  a  general  session  on  “How  to  Get  There  will  be  a  campfire  service  on 


Clark 


Scott 


Allbritton 


names  in  the  news 


Revival  dates 


Staff  changes 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


Woodville  Heighte  Church,  Jackson,  Arrowood  Church,  music ;  Kevin  Grif- 
has  called  Rex  Rains  as  its  new  min-  f***’  P®stor,^ 
ister  of  musk.  He 

goes  to  Woodville  Lizana  Church,  Gulfport:  May 
Heights  Church  1^16;  7  p.m.  ni^tly;  Ifonnie  Guy, 
from  Faith  Clhurch  Sharon  Church,  Long  Beach, 
in  Starkville  Rains  evangelist ;  Harold  L.  Jacobs,  Lizana 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Church,  Gulfport,  music;  Gerald  H. 
University  of  Cen-  Walker,  pastor, 
tral  Arkamas, 

way.  Ark.,  and  Black  Hawk  Church,  Coila:  May 
Southwestern  Sem-  21-25, 7:30  p.m.;  special  singing  each 
inary.  Hueston  nij^t;  Gary  Ihnner,  guest  speaker; 
Adkins  is  pastor.  Bill  Blount,  pastor. 


INDIAN  SPRINGS  CHRIS’HAN 
camping  facility  for  rent  for  camps 
or  week-end  retreate.  Central  heat, 
air-conditloning,  olympic-size 
swimming  pool,  P.  O.  Box  1080, 
Kosciusko,  MS  39090.  Phone 
289-7351. 


Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson, 
licensed  Charles  Mullins  to  the  gospel 
ministry  on  Wednesday,  April  25. 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Tommy  Tom¬ 
pkins,  chairman  of  deacons;  Charles 
Mullins;  and  Bill  Fuller,  pastor. 


Rains 


I 
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Just  for  the  Record 


New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 

irwttes  you'to  ac^tedule  a 
BAPTIST  ADOLT  REIKEAT 
on  our  beautiful  campus. 
ExceUait  mxonmoeeiims.  . 
Meai»  •  Bible  Study  •  Campus  Tour 
City  &  phntatioK  kome  teurt  avaUahle. 
Contact:  Providence  Guest  House 
NOerS.  3939  GentMy  BJwl. 
New  Orleans,  LA  70126 
(504)-944-4455 


The  RAs  of  Abbeville  Church,  Lafayette  Association, 
recently  organized,  are  pictured,  left  to  right,  first  row, 
Chris  Bennett,  Ricky  Hankins,  Chris  Shaffner,  Andy 
Hankins;  second  row.  Josh  Downs,  Pat  Kelly,  B.  J. 
Hankins,  Jerry  Hankins,  Robert  Hankins;  and  third  row 
are  the  parents  of  the  RAs.  John  H.  Galloway,  leader,  is 
pictured  on  left,  and  Lorraine  Galloway,  leader,  is  on  the 
right  side. 

Allen  Tompkins  is  associational  RA  director. 


Helping  To  Bring  Mississippi 
And  The  World  To  Jesusl 


Dawson  McAllister,  speaker  for  to-  ¥  A  « 

musician,  will  appear  together  a  JMHvV 

youth  conference  for  seventh  grade 

Church,  Jac^on,  May  11-12.  ^ 

Sam  Gore,  chairman,  department  A  •  ^ ^ 

of  art,  Mississippi  College,  was  guest  a*  f  ^ 

for  chapel  services  on  the  C^rke  Col-  f 

lege  campus  ApriL  18.  He  gave  a  _  I  '  ‘  t  . 

sculptural  presentation  of  the  Head  of  Bethlehem  Church,  Laurel,  held  a  recognition  service  for  its  Acteens  and  GAs. 
Christ,  a  work  of  art  for  which  he  has  Nsw  Beginnings  was  the  theme.  This  was  only  the  second  Acteen  recognition  ser- 
b^ome  widely  known.  vice  in  the  history  of  the  church.  Vblton  Douglas  is  pastor. 

Gihs  recognized,  left  to  right,  first  row,  are  Jennifer  West,  Tracy  Patrick,  Susan 
Douglas,  Kari  Nowell,  Shannon  Patrick,  Kim  Slonaker,  Carrie  Reid;  second  row,  Cara 
,  Butler,  Melissa  Patrick,  Kelli  Parker,  Kerri  Parker,  Robin  Reid,  and  Dana  West. 


Alcorn 


Atf  la 


Carrol  1 


Choctaw 


Clarke 


New,  47  passenger, 
TV  equipped  coaches 

Bhs  SumNy  Gkarters,  Inc 

800-748-8681 


Covinatpn 


Greene 


Culfcoaat 


Does  your  church  need  a 

SOUND  SYSTEM? 

Let  our  professionals  help! 
Call  1-800-227-5486 
Rossherry  Plano  House 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


Wayside  Church  (Yalobusha):  May 
20;  Hal  Bates,  pastor,  Meadowood 
Church,  Amo^,  guest  speaker;  lunch 
at  noon  and  singing  in  &e  afternoon. 


Jackson 


Jones 


Ramah  Church.  McCall  Creek 
(Franklin):  May  13;  10  a.m.;  Purser 
Davis,  former  pastor,  Sulligent,  Ala., 
guest  speaker;  dinner  in  fellowship 
hall,  noon;  afternoon  singing  after 
lunch;  no  night  services;  Fred  Mor¬ 
ris  Sr.,  pastor.  * 


Ground  breaking  caramony  for  the  educational  and  activity  building  at  Rocky 
Craek  Church,  Lucadala,  was  held  Sunday,  April  15.  Pictured,  1^  to  right,  are,  Clyde 
Rutherkxd,  building  committee  member;  Charts  Hilbun,  contractor;  Marshall  Stevens, 
building  committee  chairman;  Roy  T.  Myers,  pastor;  Mrs.  Frances  Smith  and  Mrs. 
Cheryl  Williamson,  building  committee  members.  The  two  story  building  when  com¬ 
pleted  will  have  19  classrooms,  eight  assembly  rooms,  a  gymnasium,  four  storage 
rooms,  an  office,  an  efficiency  apartment,  a  kitchen,  and  a  reception  room.  The  size 
Woodland  Church,  Pontotoc:  May  of  the  building  will  be  80  by  125  feet. 

20 ;  10  a.m. ;  dinner  fellowship  hall, 
noon;  afternoon  singing,  1:15  p.m.;  no 
night  services;  J.  C.  Mitchell,  direc- 
tor  of  missions,  (Hay  Association, 
guest  speaker;  Heavenly  Praise 

(Quartet,  music;  note  burning  to  be  ^ 

held  at  the  afternoon  service  for  v  - 

renovation  of  auditorium.  ^ 


l,aMdvrdate 


Lawrence 


l,eake 


Ixbnnon 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  InsurarKe 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example;  Male,  65,  non-smoker 
$100,000 

For  only  $55.62  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  ET  Mon.-FrI. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 

ALWAYS  cOfnp«r«  bc4or«  you  buy 


Leflore 


Lincoln 


Lowndes 


Hon roe 


Black  Hawk  Church,  CoUa:  May  20; 
11  a.m.;  Luther  Lindsey,  preaching; 
fellowship  lunch  following;  The  Sloan 
Family  will  sing  in  the  aftenuxin  ser¬ 
vice;  Bill  Blount,  pastor. 


Hew  Choctaw 


Let  the  world's  largest  builder  of 

CHURCHORGANS 

vrork  for  you 


Teacher  shortage 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

Chinese  middle  school  English 
teachers,  focusiitg  on  updating  and 
improving  teachii^  methods.  They 
also  will  assist  in  designing  cur¬ 
riculum  arid  teaching  materials. 

However,  “if  we  don’t  get  a  big  up¬ 
surge  in  teachers  next  year,  the  pro¬ 
gram  could  come  to  a  screeching 
‘We  can’t  do  it 


Beautiful  pipe  organ  sound  without 
the  expensive  cost  of  pipes.  From 
the  smallest  to  the  largest  church 
installation. 

Call  1-800-227-5486 

Ros«b«rry  Plano  Houso,  Inc. 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


The  Cecil  and  Wilma  Craal  Lad  4nd  Cruaadar  Chapters  from  Woodland  Hills 
Church,  Jackson,  recently  held  a  Bike-A-Thon  and  raised  $650.00  for  the  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Easter  Offering.  Held  at  LeFleur’s  Bluff  State  Park  on  March  24,  the  RAs  rode 
in  four,  two,  and  one  half  mile  sessions.  During  rest  sessions  they  listened  to  taped 
testimonies  from  home  missionaries  and  learned  how  the  money  they  raised  would 
support  home  missions.  The  pledges  were  presented  to  the  church.  Pictured,  left 
to  right,  are  Spencer  Battle  (Lad  1),  Paxton  Little  (Page),  Nichotas  Little  (Lad  1),  Scott 
Watson  (Page),  Brad  Skipper  (Page),  Ryan  Thurman  (Page),  Billy  Carlyle  (Lad  2), 
and  Jeff  Roberts  (Page).  Robert  Mullins  and  Roger  Moore  are  the  counselors;  David 
Townsend  is  director;  and  Bill  Fuller  is  pastor 


Powtutec 


Prewt  lai 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 


Sunflower 


halt,”  Shelby  warned 

without  people.”  _ 

To  help  remedy  the  problem,  CSl  iSTayf  •ll'LllJ 

requesting  more  career  employe^  JylOnrOe  LtCllter,  Will  DC  nClCl 
lessen  dependence  on  volunteers.  On-  ' 

ly  six  career  employees  currently  Monroe  Association  Open  House  committee,  will  introduce  other 
work  in  (^SI’s  (Thina  program ;  the  re-  and  Building  Dedication  will  be  held  members  of  the  committee,  special 
maining  51  teachers  are  volunteers.  May  20,  2-4  p.m.,  with  a  brief  guests  present,  and  will  bring  words 
LSI  expects  to  assign  one  career  ceremony  outside,  weather  permit-  of  appreciation.  Rick  Spencer,  direc- 
employee  to  China  in  July;  another  ting.  Billy  Bowi^  music  director  for  tor  of  missions,  will  deliver  the 
couple  is  under  consideration.  Also,  the  association  will  have  charge  of  the  challenge  and  a  look  to  the  future. 
LSI  plans  to  place  four  students  in  music.  After  the  program,  refreshments  will 

China  this  fall  for  language  study,  the  George  Henley,  pastor  of  Becker  be  served  by  the  WMU  officers  and  a 
most  assigned  at  one  time.  Church  and  chairman  of  the  buildihg  tour  of  the  building  will  be  given. 


tar9tstmimilKtur«rQf 
fik«r9lni  churdi  prvMs 

•  $t— pffi  •KnnklylM^ 

•  topmtntt  WIntfow 

•  ItghMWtfl  •••ptKtfy 

CroiMi  HMt*n 


Cal  tr  wilt  for 
our  frit  cai8t9 

Hi1MllA0»44)-8U 

80toi1MO 

Hwitpnon.TXTSiM-lMC 


Warntn 


Yasoo 
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I  hear  a  lot  about  cocaine  on  the  news  these  days,  but  some  of  the  ter-  l^/l  ■  YY 

minology  (rock  cocaine,  crack  cocaine,  freebase  cocaine)  is  confusing.  Can  I  T  1  JL  J. 

you  explain  these  t^rms? 

^  Putting  the  various  fornns  of  co-  The  base  form  became  known  as  Trent  Lott,  United  States  senator 
caine  into  their  historical  perspectives  freebase  cocaine  (“freeing  the  base”),  from  Mississippi,  will  be  the  featured 
is  probably  the  best  way  to  clarify  The  process,  however,  was  very  speaker  at  the  Mississippi  College 
th^  terms.  Cocaine  comes  from  Uw  dangerous  since  ether  is  a  highly  commencement  program  on  Satur- 
Erythoroxylon  coca  plant  which  is  flammable  substance  Freebase  co-  day.  May  19,  closing  out  the  school’s 
grown  mostly  in  the  Andes  in  South  caine  is  a  smokable  form.  It  gives  the  164th  academic  session. 

America.  It  has  been  around  for  same  intense  high  as  intravenous  co¬ 
years.  The  Incas  chewed  the  leaves  caine  hydrochloride  so  it  is  extreme- 
from  the  plant,  receiving  a  mild  ly  addictive  In  the  early  iseos  it  was 
stimulant  effect  from  them.  The  pure  (uscovered  that  a  similar  smokable 
form  of  cocaine  (cocaine  form  could  be  made  by  heating  co- 
hydrocholride)  was  extracted  from  caine  hydrochloride  with  a  basic 
tite  plant  in  1844.  This  is  the  form  substance  such  as  ammonia  or  bak- 
which  is  insufflated  (snorted)  and  in-  ing  soda,  a  safe  procedure  since  these 
jected  intravenously.  It  cannot  be  substances  are  not  flammable. 


Lott  will  speak  at  the  2  pm  camcu  uic  jmia  roiiowuig  an  intemsmp  at  jonn 

ceremonies  in  the  A.  E.  Wood  Col- 

iseum  on  campus.  He  wiU  address  646  ^  the 

graduates,  tbe^largest  graduating  degree  he  launched  his  public  serviw  rank  of  captam.  His  residency  m 
class  at  the  colleee  He  will  also  career,  serving  first  as  an  ad-  radiology  was  at  Metho^t  Hospital 

receive  the  honorary  doctor  of  laws  William  Memphis  wtere  he  has  remained 

deuree  during  the  oroeram  predecessor,  Congressman  Williani  jjgg  served  for  a  number  of  years 

degree  d^ng  the  pryam^  M.  Colmer.  In  1972,  Lott  was  elected  as  Chief  of  Radiology  at  the  North 

- - -  _ _  _ _ _  - . .  ,  Lewis  Nobl^,  pr^ident  of  the  col-  to  his  first  term  in  the  U.S.  House  of  unit. 

smoked  because  it  is  not  very  volatile  Because  this  form  of  cocaine  looks  confer  tiw  d^re«.  Of  the  Representatives  and  was  re-elected  to  „  j 

when  heated  and  simply  bums  up.  like  small  rocks,  it  became  known  as  646  degree  recipients,  434  will  r^ive  serve  the  Fifth  District  seven  con-  ^ 

In  the  197()s  it  was  discovered  that,  rock  cocaine.  When  it  is  smok^,  it  ^dergradiwte  d^re«,  113  gracluate  secutive  times.  F**^^*^^*m 

by  the  use  of  a  volatile  hydrocarbon  makes  a  crackling  sound  so  it  also  degrees,  mne,  education  specialist  was  elected  to  the  U.S.  Senate  *  Memphis  and  the  Cockroft 

such  as  ether,  cocaine  hydrochloride  became  known  as  crack  cocaine.  degrees,  and  81,  doctor  of  in  1988,  replacing  the  retired  Sen.  John  Fetroleum  orpora  mn. 

could  be  converted  to  its  base  form  jurisprudence  degrees  from  the  0^  Stennis.  Cockroft  is  married  to  the  former 

School  of  Law.  The  senator  is  married  to  the  -  Kathryn  Caldwell  and  they  are  toe 

■|3«1  I  1  ‘ll  1010/  Receiving  an  honorary  degree  former  Tricia  Thompson  and  they  are  parents  of  three  daughters.  The 

#11*1  lift  IIH  lO.X  /O  along  with  Lott  will  be  Robert  toe  parents  of  a  son  and  daughter.  He  Cockrofts  are  members  of  Bellevue 

Lawrence  Cockroft  of  Memphis.  He  and  his  family  are  longtime  members  Church,  Memphis. 

'  By  Robin  Nichols 

A  total  of  2,688  children  and  youth  Melody  Hanberry,  Oral  Church,  A  liimyii  111 T1  ri c  *U  ^ 

participated  in  1990  Bible  drills  in  the  Lamar  Association;  Jennifer  LaFoe,  OCt  Southeastern  Seminary 

state.  This  number  includes  those  Calvary  (Church,  Washington  Associa-  ^  ._  O  •  alumni  luncheon  Set 

children  and  youth  who  participated  tion;  and  Bonnie  Warren,  DeKalb  -|-^-m  f\  ffc-rir  I  I'I'IaciVIC 

in  their  church  and  ass(x;iational  Church,  Kemper  Association.  XiCW  XCttiiO  k-zX^XlXXXXttX  Y  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  —  Southeastern 

drills,  as  well  as  the  11  state  Bible  drill  The  Discipleship  Training  Depart-  ...  ^  Seminary’s  national  alumni  luncheon 

locations.  Many  children  and  youth  ment  has  announced  that  27  young  NEIW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Four  men  E.O.  Sellers  Music  Building.  will  be  held  at  1  p.m.,  June  13,  in 

began  their  memory  work  and  Bible  people  received  nine-year  plaques,  representing  effective,  long-term  Futral,  a  native  of  Frart  Smith,  Ark.,  Regency  Ballrooms  F,  G,  &  H,  at  the 

skill  preparation  as  early  as  This  plaque,  name  engraved,  pastoral  leadership,  missionary  ser-  is  the  pastor  bf  Broadmoor  Cliurch  in  New  Orleans  Hyatt  Regency.  In 

September.  1989.  They  learned  many  represents  nine  years  of  participation  vie*.  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Jackson.  A  pastor  for  over  25  years,  celebrating  Southeastern’s  40th  year, 

scriptures,  learned  how  to  use  toe  Bi-  in  children’s  and  youths’  state  Bible  leadership,  airf  professional  service  he  has  served  churches  in  Mississip-  'alumni  will  receive  a  campus  up^te 
ble,  and  tegan  to  store  its  truth  in  drills  (grades  4-12).  The  following  for  toe  denomination  will  te  honored  pi  and  Ihxas  and  has  just  complete  from  seminary  president,  Lewis  A. 

their  hearts.  youths  received  nine-year  plaques:  **  distinguished  alumni  of  New  two  terms  as  president  of  the  Drummond,  professor  of  Christian 

The  total  participation  for  1990  for  Mandy  Barnette,  Grenada ;  Julie  Bur-  Orleans  Seminary  during  the  annual  MississipiM  Baptist  (invention.  He  education,  Bruce  P.  Powers, -and 

church,  association,  and  state  Bible  nham,  Kosciusko;  Cristi  C:arlisle,  alumni  meeting  held  on  the  seminary  received  the  master  of  divinity  and  alumna,  Judith  P.  Powell,  pastor  of 

drills  was  an  18.1  percent  increase  Pascagoula;  Amelia  Chandler,  campus  June  13.  doctor  of  ministry  degrees  from  New  Antioch  Church,  Enfield,  N.C.  will 

over  1989.  The  number  of  participants  McComb;  Eric  Dennis,  Vicksburg;  Th*  1990  Distinguished  Alumni  Orleans  Seminary.  also  be  featured  in  the  program, 

who  went  on  to  the  state  Bible  drill  Cristy  Ferguson,  Houston;  Matt  For-  Award  recipienU  are  James  R.  Olmedo  is  a  former  vice  president  Tickets  are  $14.50  in  advance  and 

level  was  a  10.3  percent  increase  over  man,  Gloster;  Pam  Greer,  Bogue  Futral,  of  Jackson,  Miss.;  Alfonso  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  and  a  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  the 

last  year.  Chitto;  Anita  Harrington,  Mantee;  Olmedo,  from  Argentina;  Adrian  retired  pasttH- who  has  been  president  alumni  office  at  (919)  556-3101,  or  sen- 

The  1990  Youth  Bible  Drill  Selection  Devlin  Huffman,  Philadelphia ;  Rogers,  of  Memphis,  Tenn. ;  and  Ar-  of  the  Argentine  Baptist  Convention,  ding  a  check  to  SEBTS,  P.  0.  Box  1889, 

Tournament  took  place  April  28  at  LeAnne  Mart^,  Jayess;  Bart  Neal,  thur  L.  Walker  Jr,  from  Nashville,  He  currently  is  pastor  of  a  ^panic  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  27588.  Some  tickets 

Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson,  after  11  Mantee;  Stephanie  Porter,  Ttenn.  congregatiem  in  Hemet,  C^lif.  wiU  be  available  at  the  cemvention  for 

state  finals.  Youth  qualified  tor  this  Brookhaven;  Amanda  Price,  Tire  awards,  given  annually  by  the  Rogers  is  the  pastor  of  Bellevue  $20.  Reservations  must  be  placed  by 

tournament  by  obtaining  two  Kosciusko;  Cristy  Cantrell,  Corinth;  semuiary’s  faculty,  will  be  preronted  (tourch  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  was  Monday  of  the  convention, 

mistakes  or  less  in  the  previous  state  Gennie  Smith,  Grenada ;  Brian  Stone,  during  the  alumni  meeting  in  the  the  first  NOBTS  alunuuis  to  be  elected 

drills.  Sixty  young  people,  grades  7-9,.  Greenville;  Brian  Tatum,  Picayune;  Roland  Q.  I^vell  Chapel  of  New  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

participate  in  the  tournament.  Wanda  Kay  Thmple,  Liberty;  Alice  OrleansSeminary  from  1:30 to 3p.m.,  Convention. 

The  purpose  of  the  selection  tourna-  Thompson,  Philacielphia ;  Kelly  Todd,  during  a  break  in  the  SBC  annual  Walker  has  been  executive  director- 

ment  is  to  select  two  young  prople  to  Nettleton;  Chris  Griffin,  Grenada;  meeting.  The  presentation  ceremony  treasurer  of  the  SBC  Education  Com- 

represent  Mississippi  at  Ridgecrest  Camille  Basden,  Brandon;  Thomas  will  follcjw  a  barbecue  luncheon  |or  mission  for  12  years,  and  has  been 

and  Glorieta  conference  centers.  Will  Bryant,  Laurel;  Brian  Stone,  Green-  Gre  sem^ry’s  alumni  and  friends,  i^ognized  as  aa outstanding  leader 

N.  Caston  and  Mac  Alford  were  the  ville;  J<rey  Fillingane,  Sumrall;  which  will  Iregin  at  noon  in  the  ()pen  in  Christian  education  for  both 

selection  tournament  winners.  Both  Beverly  Stegall,  Pontotoc;  and  Jamie  quadrangle  in  front  of  the  chapel.  Ser-  Southern  Baptists  and  Alabama 

youths  are  from  Liberty  diurch.  Pound,  Tupelo.  ving  lines  will  be  on  the  porch  of  the  Baptists. 

.Mississippi  Association.  Six-year  trophies  were  awarded  to 

f'wereTwaSSto^irSiS^S?  Baptist  statc  convention  presidents 

trophies  were  given  to  231  youths.  Fif-  1  i/*  . 

ty^fiw  ycuths  had  participated  in  state  SpOnSOF  pFaVer  nFeakiaSt  at 
Bible  toills  for  eight  years. 

There  were  approximately  300  MURFREESBORO,  Tenn,  (BP)  —  t^ether  to  pray  specifically  for  deci- 
judges  who  helpra  during  toe  11  state  '^1>*  Baptist  State  Convention  sions  that  will  be  made  at  the  conven- 

Bible  drill  finals.  This  number  does  Presidents’  Fellowship  will  sponsor  a  tion.” 

n^i^lude^ui^nni^  number  Mathis,  pastor  of  Third  Church  in 

.  of  judges  who  worked  in  churches  and  Murfreesboro,  said  he  hopes  the 

&  -  -Nb  ,  /  associations  pre^nng  the  par-  m^ng  m  Nw  prayer  breakfast  will  set  a  positive 

p  ^  ,  a  Lc  tor  the  1990  Convention. 

K  1 1  o i  m  Discipleship  Training  Depart-  *  Monday,  June  11,  at  the  Hyatt 

•  ment  encourages  churches  to  begin  Regency  New  Orleans.  Reservations  The  program  for  the  breakfast  will 

Mac  Alford,  left,  and  Will  Caston  preparation  for  children  and  youth  Bi-  will  be  available  by  invitation  onlv.  be  led  by  T.W.  Hunt  and  Avery  Willis, 

This  is  nrobably  a  first  for  ble  drills  1^  attending  the  associa-  F.  Murray  Mathis,  president  of  the  of  the  SBC  Sunday  School  Board; 


It  is  a  pleasant  fact  that  you  will 
know  no  man  long,  however  low  in  the 
social  scale,  however  poor, 
miserable,  intemperate,  and  worth¬ 
less  he  may  app^r  to  be,  a  mere 
burden  to  society,  but  you  will  find  at 
last  that  there  is  something  which  he 
understands  and  can  do  tretter  than 
any  other.  —  Henry  David  Thoreau 
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s  we  rea(^  to  God’s  action  in  Christ 


Hebrews  10:19-11:40  ; 

By  N.  Allan  Moseley  BIBLE  BOOK 

“Every  action  creates  an  equal  and  opposite  _  ^ _ 

reaction.”  That  statement  expresses  one  of  the 

basic  laws  in  the  natural  world.  Molecules  move  to  that  truth  (e.g.  2:1;  3:1;  4:1,  16;  6:1;  7:25; 

10:19;  12:1).  The  action  in  the  spiritual  world 
should  create  an  equal  reaction  in  the  lives  <rf 
believers.  Since  the  nature,  priestly  work,  and 
covenant  of  Jesus  are  greater  than  anything  in 
the  old  covenant,  then  the  response  of  devotion 
and  obedience  ought  to  be  greater. 

In  chapters  8-10:18,  there  is  compelling  argu¬ 
ment  for  the  superiority  of  Jesus  over 
everything  in  the  old  covenant.  In  10:19  the 
“therefore”  amiears.  Following  the  mention  of 
full  access  to  the  holy  place  through  the  blood 
of  Jesus  (vss.  19-20),  there  are  three  invitations 
to  respond  to  the  action  of  Jesus  in  creating  this 
new  covenant. 

Our  flrst  response  should  be  that  of  entrance 
into  the  presence  of  God  (vs.  22).  Since  the  blood 
of  Christ  can  take  away  our  sin  (in  contrast  to 
the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  10:4),  we  ought  not 
to  shrink  frond  entering  the  holy  of  holies  in 
prayer.  We  do  not  cower  before  God  like  D(xt)thy 
and  her  friends  before  the  Wizard  (rfOz,  because 
we  do  not  come  to  God  on  our  own  merits,  but 
on  the  basis  of  the  sacrificial  death  of  Clhrist 
that  has  atoned  for  our  sin.  This  truth  ought  to 


cause  us  to  be  filled  with  gratitude  for  the  blood-  demonstrated  with  the  lives  of  Old  Testament 
bought  privilege  of  prayer,  and  we  never  should  saints.  Since  Jesus  is  superior  to  the  old  cove- 
take  our  acce^  to  (kxl  for  granted.  nant,  he  is  worthy  to  he  fully  trusted  and 

The  second  i^ponse  to  Christ’s  work  should  followed, 
be  endurance  in  faith  (vs.  23).  Ihe  original  red-  The  reactions  of  our  entrance  into  the 
pients  of  this  letter  had  endured  afflictions  presence  of  God,  our  endurance,  encourage- 
related  to  their  faith  in  the  past  (10:32-34),  but  ment,  and  faith  are  created  by  the  action  of  God 
at  the  time  of  the  writing  of  the  letter  they  were  in  Christ.  Our  action  in  turn  creates  reactions 
in  need  of  endurance  (10:36).  They  should  have  from  God.  He  reacts  to  our  faith  with  his  ap- 
been  motivated  to  be  faithful  Iw  coming  into  proval  (vss.  2,  39).  Secondly,  he  reacts  with 
contact  with  the  faithfulness  of  (Christ  (vs.  23).  pleasure  in  us  (vss.  4-6).  There  is  no  one  we 
Even  in  the  darkest  of  circumstances,  when  we  should  be  trying  to  please  more  than  God. 
are  tempted  to  turn  back,  calling  to  mind  the  Third,  the  Lord  resends  to  faith  with  the 
faithfulness  of  God  will  renew  our  hope  declaration  of  righteousness  (vss.  8-10;  Romans 
(Lamentations  3:21-23).  4:3,  9;  James  2:21-23).  Last,  when  we  exhibit 

The  third  response  to  the  superimity  of  Christ  failh,  God  is  not  ashamed  of  us  (vs.  16). 
and  his  work  should  be  encouragement  of  the  What  is  a  relationship  if  it  is  not  persons 
saints  (vs.  24).  We  should  be  ever-interested  in  responding  to  one  another?  A  relationship  is 
our  own  faithfulness,  but  we  also  are  to  be  con-  much  more  than  being  in  the  same  room 
cerned  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  other  delivering  theological  addresses  —  it  is  each 
followers  (rf  Christ.  If  the  priestly  wch4c  of  Christ  persorr^ing  sensitive  to  the  activity  of  the 
is  indeed  ‘hnce  for  all”  (Heb.  7:27;  9:12;  10:10),  other  and  reacting  accordingly.  It  is  that  kind 
and  it  is  superior  to  all  other  efforts  to  be  made  of  relationship  that  God  wants  with  every  per¬ 
idot  with  God,  then  such  an  action  in  the  son.  He  has  acted  in  Christ,  and  he  awaits  our 
spiritual  world  deserves  the  appropriate  reac-  reaction.  When  we  react  to  him,  he  in  turn 
tion  of  faithfulness  by  every  person.  responds  to  our  faith.  E*raise  him  for  making 

A  fourth  reaction  to  the  action  of  Christ  is  su<h  a  relationship  possible! 
developed  in  (Chapter  11  —  it  is  faith.  In  this  Moseley  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Durham, 
chapter  faith  is  defined  (vss.  1-3,  6)  and  N.C.  (formerly  of  Bayou  View,  Gulfport.) 


Moseley 

world  the  same 
ed  “by  grace”  (( 


God  defines  himself  in  terms  of  his  love 


UNIFORM 

Roy  Matheson,  in  his  book.  Loving  God’s  - 

Family,  tells  of  a  young  farm  boy  who  travel-  John,  in  our  text,  presents  one  solitary  thing 
ed  to  the  county  fair  early  one  Saturday  morn-  we  simply  cannot  get  along  without  —  love. 

ing.  He  spent  the  entire  day  Modern  psychiatry  would  agrra  with  John  that 

taking  in  sights  knd  soundls  one  of  man’s  greatest  needs  is  to  love  and  be 

he  had  never  experienced  lovq^.-Thesong^ys  it  best,  “You’re  nobody ’til 

before.  He  watched  the  somebody  love^ou.”  The  truth  is  that  nobody 

games  of  chance  and  visited  is  a  nobody  whdn  (Jod  loves  him.  I  like  the  sign 

IP  the  various  side  shows.  He  painted  on  a  dnurch  bus  which  I  saw  years  ago: 

m  jlp  ,  ,  noted  the  inflated  prices  “Hie  church  where  everybody  is  somebody  and 

J  charged  for  rubber-tasting  Jesus  is  Lord.”  John  enjoyed  writing  about 

jC  hamburgers,  sticky  cotton  (kxl’s  love  For  the  third  time,  he  has  broach- 

candy,  and  a  multitude  of  ed  the  subject  in  this  epistle.  In  Chapter  2, 

souvenirs.  He  came  verses  7-11,  he  presents  the  idea  that  love  pro- 

y.  home  long  after  dark,  feet  ves  we  are  in  fellowship  with  God.  In  chapter 

“*®"  sore  and  weary.  “What  im-  3,  verses  10-14,  he  reveals  that  our  love  proves 

presses  you  the  most,  son?”  his  father  asked,  our  sonship  with  Jesus  Christs.  Now  in  our  focal 

The  boy  reviewed  the  day  in  his  mind.  Finally  passage  for  this  week,  he  is  going  to  show  that 

he  replied,  “I  never  saw  so  many  things  a  per-  God,  in  his  very  nature,  is  love 

son  c^d  do  without.”  We  could  all  make  a  long  I.  God  defines  himself  in  terms  of  his  love 

list  of  things  a  person  could  do  without  today,  (chapter  4:7-8,  16). 

but  can  you  think  of  something  you  absolutely  “CM  is  Love!”  This  is  John’s  third  descrip- 
cannot  do  without?  tive  terih  defining  God.  “God  is  Spirit”  (John 


4:24) ;  therefore,  we  can’t  escape  him.  “God  is  world  that  we  might  live  through  him”  should 
Light”  (I  John  1:4);  therefore,  we  can’t  fool  settle  forever  any  question  about  whether  (jod 
him.  “God  is  Love”  (I  John  4:8  and  16);  loves  us.  God  didn’t  reveal  his  love  by  mailing 
therefore,  we  can’t  exhaust  his  mercy.  We  usual-  us  a  tract,  but  by  putting  in  a  personal  appear- 
ly  define  ourselves  to  others  in  terms  of  what  ance  through  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ, 
we  do.  “I  am  an  attorney,”  “I  am  a  housewife,”  III.  We  display  the  reality  of  our  love  through 
etc.  (jtod  defines  himself  In  terms  of  what  he  is  practical  demonstrations  (chapter  4:11-21). 

—  love  Love  is  not  to  be  understood  just  as  one  People  cannot  see  God,  but  they  can  see  our 
of  his  many  activities,  but  rather  as  the  expressions  of  love  to  one  another  (vs.  12).  It 
motivating  principle  behind  all  his  activity,  is  his  Spirit  abiding  in  us  which  gives  us  the 
When  God  creates,  he  creates  in  love  When  (]roid  power  to  love  as  God  commands.  A  lady  Salva- 
rules,  he  rules  in  love.  When  God  judges,  he  tion  Army  worker  found  a  derelict  woman  alone 
judges  in  love.  All  that  he  does  is  me  expres-  on  the  street.  She  invited  her  into  the  chapel, 
sion  of  all  that  he  is  by  nature,  which  is  love,  but  the  woman  refused.  “We  love  you  and  want 
F.  F.  Bruce  summed  it  up  when  he  said,  “A  to  help  you.  God  loves  you.  Jesus  died  for  you.” 
stranger  to  love  is  a  stranger  to  God.”  But  the  woman  would  not  budge.  As  if  on  im- 

II.  God  demonstrates  his  love  by  the  death  of  pulse,  the  worker  leaned  over  and  kissed  the 
his  Son  (chapter  4:9-10).  woman  on  the  cheek,  taking  her  in  her  arms. 

When  you  love  someone,  you  want  to  tell  The  woman  began  to  sob,  and  like*a  child  was 
them.  Since  God  is  love,  he  must  communicate  led  into  the  chapel,  where  she  ultimately 
that  love  not  only  in  words,  but  also  in  deeds,  trusted  Christ.  “You  told  me  that  God  loved  me, 
“A  song  is  not  a  song  until  it’s  sung,  A  bell  is  but  it  wasn’t  until  you  showed  me  that  God  lov- 
not  a  bell  until  it’s  rung.  Love  is  not  love  until  ed  me  that  I  wanted  to  be  saved.” 
it’s  given  away.”  Vinson  is  pastor.  Crossgates  Church, 

The  fact  that  “God  sent  his  only  Son  into  the  Brandon. 


s  love  demands '"that  we  speak  the  truth 


By  Wayne  Campbell  -  word  came  verifying  Jeremiah’s  earlier 

Jermiah  28:11-15;  37:15-18  I  I  ET  CT  A  KS  O  \A/ R  1C  inessage,hereturn^toconfronttheCalsepro- 

Likely  we  each  have  identified  at  some  Ume  L- I  i  C.  ^  IM  YV  rv  rv  pj^t.  Even  when  the  tqirnptatim  to  speak 

with  the  response  of  the  little  boy  whose  Sun-  -  falsehood  is  not  real  to  us,  the  urge  to  remain 

day  School  teacher  asked,  “And  what  do  we  Why  did  Jeremiah  insist  on  being  truthful  silent  often  is.  And  although  there  are  times 
I  know  about  lying?”  His  despite  the  cost?  Did  it  not  concern  him  that  when  silence  is  golden,  we  need  to  remember 
answer  was  prom^:  “A  lie  he  appeared  foolish  in  the  eyes  of  others?  Surely  the  adage  that  it  is  sometimes  yellow.  Truth  is 
is  an  abomination  unto  the  it  did.  Would  he  not  have  preferred  popularity  as  often  victimized  by  silence  as  by  outright 
'  Lord,  and  a  very  present  to  re^tion?  Certainly.  And  he  doubtlessly  lies.  Notice  that  Jeremiah  chafes  Hananiah 
help  in  time  of  trouble”  would  have  found  a  prince’s  quarters  more  aj;^  with  causing  the  people  to  trust  in  a  lie  We  who 
When  the  heat  is  on,  we  pealing  than  a  dungeon.  Yet  neither  populari-  know  God’s  truth  about  such  critical  matters 
have  each  been  tempted  to  ty  nor  personal  advancement  were  his  primary  as  sin  and  judgment,  forgiveness  and  grace, 
rearrange  the  truth  for  our  goals.  mustneverbywcml,  action,  nor  implied  agree- 

own  purpose  SpeaUng  the  The  urge  to  “look  out  for  number  one”  can  ment  encourage  others  to  trust  in  a  lie 
truth,  however,  involves  dominate  our  thinking  until  truth  is  sacrificed  Then  we  should  note  that  Jeremiah^  confron- 
more  than  the  choice  of  a  to  expediency.  Truth  and  inte^ty  have  often  tation  with  Hananiah  is  not  a  personal  attack 
Campbell  moment,  although  that  is  fallen  victim  to  the  fear  of  rej^tlon,  the  fear  nor  an  exhibit  of  self-righteous  superiority.  He 
certainly  a  factor,  toa  But  of  appearing  too  different,  or  the  fear  of 
there  must  also  be  a  base  of  personal  integrity  economic  reprisal. 

from  which  we  act  and  speak.  It  is  impossible  Where  did  Jeremiah  find  courage  in  face  of 
to  live  a  lie  and  consistentlv  speak  tM  truth,  the  costs?  Evidently  his  compelling  motive  was 

An  unshakable  conviction  that  God  will  have  to  please  God  rath^  than  man  and  to  live  a  life  z-ti  i  i 


simply  shares  what  God  has  said. 

Truthfulness  should  never  be  used  as  an  ex¬ 
cuse  for  imchristian  attitudes  nor  sharp- 
tongued  attadcs  on  others.  Integrity  does  not  re¬ 
quire  that  we  deliberately  insult  other  people 
^ul  reminds  us  of  the  n^  to  speak  the  truth 
in  love  (Eph.  4:15).  Jeremiah  lo^  the  people 
to  whom  Iw  profrfiesied  even  though  they  dicui’t 
welcome  his  message  God’s  love  demands  that 
we  speak  the  truth,  and  God’s  tn4t^|hmands 
that  we  love  Jeremiah  dealt  with  national  cm- 
cerns,  but  nations  are  made  up  of  individuals. 
Although  we  may  never  speak  before  kings,  our 
lives,  our  attitudes,  and  our  words  constantly 
speak  to  those  around  us.  Jeremiah  challenges 
us  to  be  spokesmen  for  (jrod’s  truth. 

Campbell  is  pastor.  Chunky  Church,  Chunky. 


Ltiiurcties  aaopt  expanded  annuity 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  C!hurch  Annuity 
Plan  since  those  reported  in  the  April  5  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  At¬ 
tala:  Bowlin;  Greene:  West  Salem;  Gulf  Cfoast:  Big  Ridge;  and  Nor¬ 
thwest:  Looxahoma. 
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Communicators 
honor  Moyers 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Broadcaster 
Bill  Moyers  was  honored  by  about 
1,400  religious  communicators  from 
around  the  world  during  RCC  90,  a 
once-in-a-decade  gathering  at 
Opryland  Hotel  in  Nashville  April 
18-22. 

Moyers,  a  former  presidential  press 
secretary,  news  analyst  and  now  a 
public  broadcaster,  was  named  Com¬ 
municator  of  the  Decade,  an  award 
given  for  the  first  time  at  the  meeting. 

Monica  McGinley,  chair  of  RCC  90, 
said  the  award’s  crystal  globe 
“represents  the  unity  that  far  exceeds 
our  diversities  and  the  oneness  of  the 
world  for  which  all  communicators 
work  and  yearn.” 

Moyers  was  one  of  a  number  of 
communications  leaders  to  appear  at 
the  conference,  sponsored  by  58 
religious  groups  from  around  the 
world. 


Gore,  Kennedy 


propose  warnings 
on  alcohol  ads 


WASHINliJTON  (BP)  -  Sen.  Albert 
Gore,  D-Tenn.,  and  Rep.  Joseph  P. 
Kennedy  II,'D-Mass.,  have  introduc¬ 
ed  legislation  that  would  reauire 
health  and  safety  warnings  on  adver¬ 
tisements  for  all  alcoholic  beverages. 

“Labels  on  bottles  and  cans  simply 
do  not  provide  an  adequate-enou^ 
warning,”  Gwe  said  at  an  April  4  news 
conference  in  Washington. 

E)ach  year,  50,000  babies  are  born 
with  serious  birth  defects  known  as 
fetal  alcohol  syndrome,  he  added, 
noting.  “We  must  do  everything  we 
can  to  make  sure  that  pregnant 
women  get  the  message  and  fully 
understand  the  risk.” 


Religious  leaders 
push  alcohol 
tax  hike 


NASHVIli^E  (BP)  -  Ei^t  na¬ 
tional  religious  leaders  have  signed  a 
letter  to  U.S.  senators  and  represen¬ 
tatives  urging  them  to  raise  the 
federal  excise  tax  on  alcoholic 
beverages  as  a  dual  means  of  cutting 
alcohol  consumption  and  raising 
federal  revenues. 

“Historically,  our  nation  has  used 
excise  taxes  as  a  mechanism  to  pro¬ 
mote  societal  goals,”  the  eight  say  in 
their  letter.  “We  need  to  do  so  again 
to  curb  the  terrible  toll  alcohol  is  tak¬ 
ing,  a  toll  which  far  exceeds  the 
destruction  of  all  illegal  drugs  com¬ 
bined.” 

The  Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life 
Commission  initiated  the  letter  and 
secuf^  signatures  from  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals;  the  C!hurch  of  the 
Brethren;  Evangelicals  for  Social  Ac¬ 
tion;  the  National  Cknincil  of  Chur¬ 
ches;  the  United  Methodist  Church; 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Clu-ist  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  (Mormons);  and  the 
Pr^l^terian  Church  (USA)  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  CLC  Executive  Director 
Richard  Land. 


Baptists  bag 
barracks  bricks 
for  Soviet  church 


KOBRIN,  U.S.S.R.  (BP)  -  During 
the  long  years  of  religious  repression, 
Soviet  authorities  sometimes  tore 
churches  to  the  ground.  Now  the  op¬ 
posite  is  happening. 

In  an  ironic  turnaround,  a  Baptist 
congregation  in  the  Soviet  republic  of 
Byelorussia  has  demolished  an  aban¬ 
doned  army  barracks  to  use  the 
bricks  for  a  new  church,  according  to 
an  April  25  report  by  United  Pn^ 
International. 

Soviet  Baptist  official  Alexander 
Firisyi^  told  UPI  the  Baptist  con¬ 
gregation  of  more  than  5(X)  members 
in  the  city  of  Kobrin  had  been  using 
an  old,  dilapidated  building  for  wor¬ 
ship.  As  religious  freedom  increased, 
so  did  demands  for  a  new  church. 

“For  many  years  on  end,  the 
believers  have  bwn  trying  to  get  per¬ 
mission  for  building  a  new  church,” 
Firisyuk  was  quot^  as  saying.  “At 
last  they  got  permission,  but  could  not 
build  b^ause  construction  materials 
are  in  a  very  short  supply.” 

However,  because  of  recent  cut¬ 
backs  in  the  Soviet  military,  a 
military  unit  in  the  area  disbanded 
and  left  behind  an  empty  barracks. 
Authorities  agreed  to  sell  the  used 
bricks  to  the  Baptists  if  the  congrega¬ 
tion  would  handle  demolition  of  the 
barracks. 

Most  of  the  demolition  work  was 
done  by  church  members  with  help 
frorasweral  professional  builders, 
saRTWRl^.  Construction  on  the 
new  church  has  begun. 

“Thank  God  there  is  disarmament,” 
the  church’s  pastor  told  a  Soviet  Bap¬ 
tist  newspaper.  “Now  churches  are  b^ 
ing  built  from  materials  which  were 
previously  used  for  war  purposes.” 


Record  companies 
to  label  records 
with  warnings 


NEW  YORK.  N  Y.  (EP)  -  Major 
record  companies  have  agreed  to 
place  a  warning  label  on  recordings 
whose  lyrics  may  offend  listeners.  The 
labels,  which  will  say  “Explicit  Lyrics 
—  Parental  Advisory,"  will  be  applied 
to  albums,  cassettes,  and  CD 
packages,  giving  consumers  warning 
that  they  may  find  the  recording 
offensive. 

Record  companies,  through  their 
55-member  trade  group,  the  Recor¬ 
ding  Industry  Association  of  America 
( RIAA ),  agreed  to  adopt  the  labeling 
at  the  urging  of  another  trade  group 
the  800-member  National  Association 
of  Record  Manufacturers  (NARM), 


College  accepts 
insurance  check 


HANNIBAL,  Mo.  (BP)  -  Trustees 
of  Hannibal-LaGrange  College  have 
agreed  to  accept  a  1^.15  million  in¬ 
surance  settlement  from  Preferred 
Risk  Insurance  Co. 

The  payment  is  for  the  loss  of  the 
Missouri  Baptist  school’s  administra¬ 
tion  building,  auditorium,  cafeteria, 
gymnasium,  and  contents  destroyed 
in  a  campus  fire  last  June. 


/ 


“A  thousand  gracious  thoughts 
honor  mother  in  Thailand 


By  Maxine  Stewart 

Mother’s  Day  was  not  celebrated  as  rise  above  the  flood  waters,  are  built  food  for  the  monks  to  eat. 
a  national  holiday  in  Thailand  until  with  one  large  room,  making  it  con-  One  of  the  monl^  usually  the  oldest 
August  12, 1979.  This  date  was  chosen  venient  to  accommodate  a  large  get-  as  he  is  consider^  to  have  more  GII- 
to  coincide  with  Her  Ma^ty  Queen  together.  For  many  of  the  Buddhist  AT  (honor,  respect,  reverence)  stays 
Sirikit’s  birthday,  as  she  is  often  call-  ceremonies,  such  as  this,  there  are  behind  when  Uk  ottier  monte  return 
ed  the  Mother  of  the  People.  usually  nine  to  11  chanting  Buddhist  to  the  temple.  He  reads  the  first  500 

Through  the  years,  some  of  the  monte  and  50  or  more  family  and  “Thousand  Gracious ’Thoughts’^^m 
rural  Thai  people  have  honored  their  friends.  Seating  is  no  problem.  Farm  the  ancient  “holy  book”  made  of  palm 
a^ng  mothers  —  usually  on  their  60th  families  are  used  to  sitting  on  floors  leaf  pages  almost  three  feet  wide  and 
birthdays  with  a  merit-making  beautifully  polished  (naturally)  by  three  inches  long, 
ceremony  called  KHATHA  PHAN  or  years  of  frequent  rag  mopping,  bare  The  monk  begins  reading  in  the 
“A  Thousand  Gracious  Thoughts,”  feet,  and  PHA-SINS(  long  skirts  worn  traditional  flat,  nasal,  chanting  tone, 
which  comes  from  a  Thai  idiom  of  a  by  the  ladies)  and  PHA-KA-MAS  The  honoree  lights  the  first  canme  and 
thousand  flowers,  a  thousand  candles,  (wide  loin  cloths  often  worn  by  the  the  first  joss  sticks.  She,  her  guests, 
a  thousand  joss  sticks,  a  thousand  men  in  the  comfort  of  their  homes)  and  family  continue  to  li^t  the 
paper  flags,  and  a  thousand  gracious  sliding  from  place  to>place  across  the  candles  and  joss  sticks  as  the  voice  of 
thoughts,  and  is  said  to  date  back  a  floor.  No  shoes  are  worn  inside  tradi-  the  monk  drones  on. 
thousand  years.  tional  Thai  homes.  As  the  candles  are  lit,  they  are  plac- 

The  general  nature  of  the  Thai  peo-  ^he  ceremony  usually  starts  on  ^  on  a  metal  rack  pveri^a  lai^e 

Some  Saturday  afterncwn.  Musicians  play  ^‘th  water, 

of  the  Bud^st  Thai  famihes  are  said  tradiOoral  Thai  music  to  help  enter-  which  catches  the  J’oplets  of  yeUcm 
to  enjoy  this  ceremony  dmng  toe  tain  those  present  when  the  monks  ‘‘"p  and  float^n  the  top  of 

monsoon  season  when  the  nee  fields,  are  not  chanting.  the  water.  V 

^  During  the  monsoon  season,  the  When  500  “Gracious  Thoughts” 
fl  monte  are  usually  transport^  by  have  b^n  read,  the  tired  monk  leaves. 

small  paddle  boats  to  the  home  of  the  A  noon  meal  is  then  served  to  the 
honotee  Shortly  after  they  aiTive  the  guests  and  family.  After  lunch, 
chanting  b^ins.  This  is  done  in  the  another  monk  arrives  to  read  the  last 
language  (a  language  which  500  “Gracious  Thoughts.” 'The  wax  in 
rl  young  people  start  living  the  people  do  not  under-  the  brass  bowl  is  then  broken  and  the 

^  stand),  but  is  the  chanting  language  “merit-making”  water  is  dripped  out 

Since  Buddhist  monte  ari  not  allw-  in  silver  bowk.  It  is  passed  to  toe 
ed  to  eat  after  noon,  the  chanting  guests,  starting  with  the  oldest,  each 
ceremonrusedlJ^te  I  ttoe^i  a/  something  to  taking  a  sip  of  the  “blessed  water.” 

fair,  but  modCTn  times  teli^J^it  ^  There  are  yet  other  honored  Thai 

changes.  It  has  been  shortened  for  the  monks  leave,  the  other  mothers  —  those  who  teach  their 

convenience  of  the  ctoldren  who  are  guests,  who  do  not  have  to  abide  by  children  to  fear  and  love  the  Lord  God, 
living  away  from  the  old  home  place  ^s  rule,  are  served  a  meal  of  curries  to  walk  in  his  ways  and  to  serve  him. 
to  able  to  fit  it  all  into  a  weekend.  other  spicy  oriental  dishes.  In  many  of  the  Thai  Christian  homes, 
Thk  ceremony  k  held  in  the  home.  The  next  morning  the  monte  return  **  Mother’s  Day. 

not  in  the  temple.  Some  of  the  farm  for  more  chanting.  When  they  have  Maxine  Stewart  k  missionary  press 


High  court  rejects  challenge 
to  church’s  tax-exempt  status 


By  Kathy  Palen 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  U.S.  ly  with  a  dktrict  court’s  order  to  pro-  churches  would  be  extremely  skittish 
Supreme  Court  has  rejected  an  appeal  duce  internal  church  documents,  the  about  speaking  out  on  controversial 
by  a  group  of  abortion-rights  ad-  judge  issued  a  contempt  citation,  in-  political  issues, 
vocates  that  challenged  the  tax-  eluding  S100,000-a-day  fines.  “While  few  Baptkts  would  sanction 

exempt  status  of  the  U.S.  (Catholic  'The  church  agencies  appealed  to  a  church’s  endorsement  of  candidates 
Ctourch.  *  the  2nd  Circuit  Appeak  Court,  which  for  public  office  —  as  alleged  in  thk 

Without  comment,  the  high  court  stayed  the  fines  pending  apn^l.  But  case  —  oversight  of  the  IRS  should 
May  30  refused  to  review  a  deckion  the  court  held  the  church  todW  have  belong  to  (ingress  and  the  president, 
the  2nd  Circuit  Court  of  Appeak,  standing  to  press  the  case.  not  to  individual  taxpayers.” 

which  ruled  the  group  did  not  have  The  Supreme  Court  reversed  that  Kathy"  staff  of 

legal  standing  to  sue  the  Internal  deckion  and  sent  the  case  back  to  the  BJCPA.  .t  ■> 

Revenue  Service  and  "Treasury  2nd  Circuit  fbr  further  consideration. 

Department  for  failing  to  revoke  the  The  appeak  court  then  dismissed  I  •  ' 

Catholic  Church’s  tax  exemption.  the  lawsuit,  holding  that  the  plaintiffs  I  “  ^ 

'The  10-year  legal  battle  b^n  when  did  not  suffer  a  “particularized  in-  I  ._,r 

Abortion  Rights  Mobilization,  along  jury”  by  the  alleged  actions  of  the  I  J  ^ 

with  20  other  individuals  and  groups,  church  and,  therefore,  could  not  bring  I  <  .r 

challenged  the  tax-exempt  status  of  a  complaint.  ’  ^  ^ 

the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference  and  Na-  “The  real  issue  in  ARM  was  who  en-  ^ 

tional  (inference  of  dktholic  Bkhops.  forces  the  tax  code,”  said  Oliver  S.  u  v*- 

It  claimed  the  church  agencies  Thomas,  general  counsel  for  the  Bap-  jt- g 

viola t^  a  tax-code  provkion  by  cam-  tist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af-  W  ^  ‘  g 

paigning  against  pro-choice  can-  fairs.  “If  a  church’s  political  adver-  xt-  ^ 

didates  in  the  1980  federal  election,  saries  could  drag  it  into  court  and  ^  M 

When  the  church  refused  to  comp-  force  it  to  defend  its  exempt  status,  ^  2 


